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pointed to that peak, and said he, “I want
to go there.” He went up to the point and
said, “This is Ensign Peak. Now, brethren,
organize your exploring parties, so as to be
safe from Indians; go and explore where
you will, and you will come back every
time and say this is the best place.” They
accordingly started out exploring compa-
nies and visited what we now call Cache,
Malad, Tooele, and Utah valleys, and
other parts of the country in various direc-
tions, but all came back and declared this
was the best spot.

I have traveled somewhat extensively in
the Territory, and I bear my testimony this
day, that this is the spot, and I feel confi-
dent that the God of Heaven by His in-
spiration led our Prophet right here. And
it is the blessing of God upon the untir-
ing energy and industry of the people that
has made this once barren and sterile spot
what it is today.

We have struggled with all our power
and might to maintain that morality and
uprightness which pertain to the king-
dom of God, and to place all men and
all women in that high position which
God designs them to occupy, and to pre-
vent them being led astray by the im-
moral tendencies which are abroad in the
world; but while doing so we have had
to contend with obstacles of every kind.
The Latter-day Saints have built commo-
dious schoolhouses in every ward of the
various cities and through all the settle-
ments of the Territory. They have done
all they could to promote education, but
they have received no assistance from any
source on earth. Almost every newly settled
country has received certain donations in
land and money to aid them in support
of their schools, but in this Territory we
have never received a cent. The money that
has been expended for the furtherance
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of education in this Territory has been by
the voluntary will of the parents. Oregon
received donations in land to encourage its
settlement, and persons who made the ear-
lier settlements were permitted to occupy
640 acres of land, others who settled later
320, and subsequently 160, and liberal do-
nations of land were made available to pro-
mote the cause of education. Utah has had
no such encouragement. But it is my opin-
ion today that had Congress been as lib-
eral with us as with Oregon, and had given
640 or 320 acres of land to each, it might
have hindered our progress under the cir-
cumstances. Most of our farmers cultivate
from five to thirty acres of land, very few of
them cultivating forty; and it requires tol-
erably good Saints not to quarrel about the
water while irrigating in a dry time even
on small tracts of land close together; but
how would it have been if our agricultur-
ists had each possessed 640 acres, or even
half or quarter of that, if they were com-
pelled by law to live upon and cultivate the
same or forfeit it? Most of the water would
have been wasted by evaporation and soak-
age because of the lengthy ditches which
extensive cultivation would have rendered
necessary. I verily believe that if “Gentiles”
lived here they would fight and kill each
other with their hoes in a dry time over the
water ditches.

The brethren will pardon me for devot-
ing my time on the present occasion to this
brief sketch of the history of the Church
and of the Territory with which they are so
well acquainted. In consequence of there
being so many friends and strangers pres-
ent, I felt inspired to give a little detail of
the circumstances that led us here, and of
some of the incidents since our arrival in
this Territory.

I feel to bless God for the many
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