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privileges that we enjoy, and among oth-

ers that we are now permitted to buy our

lands and obtain a title to them. I feel

thankful to the rulers of our nation for

showing a disposition to extend to us the

privileges which are enjoyed in this re-

spect by our fellow citizens in the other

territories.

As early as 1852 our Legislative As-

sembly memorialized Congress for a na-

tional railway, which was subsequently

endorsed by immense mass meetings in

this and other counties. We have done

all in our power to hurry it on. Many

looked on it at the time, and since, as

if it were work for a hundred years;

but the work is completed, and men can

come from the States in a few hours.

When I came here with my family, in

1849, I was one hundred and five days

driving oxen from the Missouri River

across the Plains to this place. Now a

man can come with his family in a few

days. This is a great progress, thank the

Lord for it.

We are still at work with all our

power developing in the new Territory

everything that is useful for the suste-

nance of its inhabitants, for the estab-

lishment of manufactures, the promotion

of agriculture, and everything that will

tend to build up, strengthen, and bene-

fit mankind. I fully believe that there

is no one hundred thousand people in

the United States who have done more

actual service for their country than we

have; for what benefits a nation is to take

its worthless desert domain and endow

it with beauty and wealth, by the strong

hands of a loyal people.

May God help us to fill out our days

with honor is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.
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After contemplating what you have

been hearing, I want to say, for the

consolation of these my sisters before

me, I give you my word for it, if

your children were counted and their

number compared with that of the

children born in the healthy city of

Boston, that you do not lose three

where they lose five; and I think

the ratio would not varymuch from three

to six. I want to say this for the consola-

tion of those sisters who live in Utah and

bear children.

As for what has been said here

of our children and their state of

health and general appearance, and how

they present themselves to strangers

and to friends, I am perfectly willing


