
hundred to five hundred percent in advance 
of cost? No. The time will come when this 
cooperative system which we have now par-
tially adopted in merchandising will be car-
ried out by the whole people, and it will be 
said, “Here are the Saints.” The time will 
come when we can give all into the store-
house of the Lord and have our inheritan
ces given out by those who will be appoint-
ed; and when we have had sufficient for the 
support of our families, the surplus will be 
given into the storehouse of the Lord. Will 
there be any rich or poor then? No. How 
was it in the time of Enoch? Had they some 
rich and some poor? Did some ride in their 
silver carriages, as I do? No. If I had my 
way, we would foot or ride together, and 
we shall see the day when we shall do it. 
Do you think we will relinquish our claims 
pertaining to oneness in action? No. I do 
not calculate, as far as I am concerned, to 
yield one particle. I have asked the Latter-
day Saints to go to and become one in all 
things; the Lord requires this, but until 
they do, I do not expect to yield, not the 
least. Let us hold on to all that we can. The 
enemy of all righteousness is determined 
to own and possess this world and govern 
and control it as far as he possibly can; and 
he will do it until Jesus and his Saints drive 
him out.

Whatever the Latter-day Saints have 
gained has been obtained by sheer wres-
tling and unconquerable resolution. We 
would never have been permitted to own 
a foot of land on this earth if the devil had 
had his own way. But we have the land 
and can build our temples and endow-
ment houses and then sanctify our inheri-
tances, sanctify ourselves, our families, and 
sanctify the Lord our God in our hearts,  
that we may be prepared to build up His 
kingdom.

I wonder what the Latter-day Saints 
would say, today, in this matter. Do you 
think we had better hold on to the ground 
we have already gained from the enemy? 
We have gained a little in this cooperative 
system. We feel for each other and try to 
assist each other. But let me tell you what 
I am going to do. I do not expect to mer-
chandise with our enemies to any great 
extent, but to cut it off just as fast as we 
can. I expect us to raise our own silk here. 
I would have had plenty for hundreds of 
silk dresses this year if I could have been 
blessed with some person who would have 
taken care of my silkworms and done just-
ly by me. Raise your own silk, I will raise 
mine. Raise your own wool, work it and 
then wear it, and stop going anywhere to 
purchase goods. Let us sustain ourselves, 
for by and by Babylon will fall. What will 
be the result? The merchants will stand 
and look at one another worse than they 
do in this city. No man will buy their mer-
chandise; and they will look here and there 
for a customer; but there will be no one 
to buy their merchandise, and the cry will 
be, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen!” Is this day 
coming? Yes; just as sure as we are now liv-
ing. We are hastening it with all possible 
speed, as fast as time and circumstances 
will admit, when it will be said, “Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen!”

Are you going to prepare for it? We say 
we are the people of God and are build-
ing up the kingdom of God. We say we 
are gathered out of the nations to establish 
Zion. Let us prove it by our works, and we 
will then manufacture that which we wear. 
Do we make clothing enough for me and 
you to wear? Yes; plenty.

Let us live so that we can say we  
are the Saints of God; and when the  
finger of scorn is pointed at us and
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