
we are held in derision and the nations talk 
about us, let us show an example before 
them that is worthy of imitation, that they 
cannot but blush before all sensible and 
intelligent persons when they say, “There 
is a people that sin; there is a people that 
are corrupt;” and with shamefacedness 
they will look upon each other and con-
demn themselves. Let them howl and bark 
against us as much as they please, but let 
us live so that they will have no reason 
to say a word. Some people say, “Why 
don’t you contradict this and that?” I have 
been proclaiming the Gospel almost forty 
years, and a few have come forth and re-
ceived and obeyed it. What do you think 
the leading men among our Christian 
neighbors said about us? They lied about 
us until we thought they ought to be sat-
isfied and we were tired of hearing them 
and we found it was no use contradicting 
them. Yet these professed to be good, pious 
Methodists and Baptists. There is a world 
of liars. It is said that a lie will pass out of 
the key-hole and travel a thousand miles 
before truth can get out of doors. The 
whole tribe of scribblers and everybody 
else, almost, are ready to contradict every 
truth and make a lie of it; ready to ridicule 
every just and holy truth; and the individu-
als that say children born in polygamy are 
feeble, have no knowledge of the human 
race or else they belie themselves. Let them 
study physiology and human nature. Let 
them study their own bodies. What do you 
see among them? You see children that are 
born into the world sickly, weak and un-
able to walk for years; they are poor, ema-
ciated little things, almost without flesh 
on their bones. It is from such that the cry  
comes about the “Mormon” children. 
Why, one of our children at three months 
old has much more flesh on its bones

than theirs have at ten; and, on an average, 
they have more marrow in their bones and 
energy in them than theirs do. They do 
not know anything about human nature 
or the organization of human beings, nor 
of the beasts. To make any such declara-
tions proves they are ignorant, or they belie 
themselves. These are harsh expressions; 
I need not have used such harsh words; I 
might have said they tell that which is not 
true, they slightly diverge from the truth. 
How soft it would be! But I say they will 
be destroyed; and all the nations that fol-
low their corrupt practices will go down to 
hell; and we will go onward and upward. 
All we have to do is to perform our duty 
and keep the law of God, and our course 
is onward and upward. God overrules the 
acts of the wicked and the righteous.

I recollect when the army of ‘57 was 
coming here, a young man named Thomas 
Williams wrote to his father, saying, “God 
favors great guns and great armies!” What 
did those great guns and great armies do? 
They took two “Mormon” elders into 
their camp—brother McDonald, at Provo, 
and brother Kearns, who now lives at 
Gunnison. What a howl they raised! The 
whole camp howled to think they had two 
“Mormon” elders. But there was too much 
faith; the Saints were praying for those el-
ders and they came out unscathed, unhurt  
and all right. What power there was!  
What a magnanimous camp it was!  
“The flower of the army,” sent to destroy 
the “Mormons!” When they blow out 
the sun and stop the moon from shining 
and the earth from revolving on its axis, 
they may talk about “wiping out” the 
“Mormons” or the Gospel, but not until 
then. This is the way I feel. I am as uncon-
cerned and just as happy as a man can be. It

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES94

JOD Vol 13-LIVE.indd   94JOD Vol 13-LIVE.indd   94 5/16/20   8:44 PM5/16/20   8:44 PM


