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in progress in our midst—a revolution

foreshadowed by the predictions of both

the ancient and modern prophets, but

which we, as yet, have scarcely been pre-

pared for.

Nearly 37 years ago the Prophet

Joseph, or rather the Lord, through

him, gave revelations upon the Order of

Enoch. Those revelations were taught

to the people in plainness so far as

they went. They were simple and

easily understood; but they embodied

within themselves what might have been

termed new principles, and indicated a

new course of action and a new orga-

nization of society. I say new, because

they were new so far as this generation

is concerned. The principles taught by

those revelations were as old as eternity;

and the Order sought to be introduced

by their means was called the "Order

of Enoch," in consequence of its having

been revealed to and practiced by Enoch;

and through its practice he and his peo-

ple were prepared for translation and, as

we read in the Scriptures, were taken

from the earth.

The Lord inspired the Prophet Joseph

Smith to once more communicate these

principles unto the children of men; but,

as I have remarked, the people were

not prepared to carry them out. They,

to some extent, could see and under-

stand their beauty and consistency, but

in the practical part they were defi-

cient. As a people the Latter-day Saints

are like their fellows in many respects.

We are very progressive in theory, but

our theories are far ahead of our prac-

tice. The teachings of the elders are

of that character that years of practice

on the part of the people is required

before they come up to them in their

everyday life. It is so with mankind

generally. They can comprehend the

theory and realize the importance

of practically observing certain prin-

ciples long before they are sufficiently

advanced to carry them out in everyday

life. But we may say, without boasting,

that as a people we excel the world in

carrying out in our lives the principles

that we teach.

Those principles to which I have been

referring were received and admired by

the people, but it required faith, knowl-

edge and experience to enable them to

carry them out. For years they have

remained in the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants to be read by the curious or

by those who had a desire to search after

the principles of life and salvation; but,

not being a part of our practice in our

lives, they have been practically a dead

letter.

I speak, now, generally; of course,

there have been exceptions in regard to

this, as there have been with regard

to the "Word of Wisdom." There have

been men and women who have endeav-

ored to carry out the latter strictly and

truthfully so far as their knowledge ex-

tended. And so with the principles con-

tained in the revelations touching the

"Order of Enoch"—there have, doubtless,

been men in the Church who have lived

in accordance with them so far as it was

practicable under the circumstances; but

the entire people have not carried them

out. But though thirty-six or thirty-

seven years have elapsed since these

principles were first revealed, they have

never been lost sight of by the President

and those associated with him. It has

been their aim from the day they were

given until today, the 6th of April, 1869,

to bring the Latter-day Saints to such a,

condition of union, faith and knowledge

that they would receive these principles

and carry them out in their lives.

The labors of the elders to accom-

plish this have been incessant; they

have ever felt to impress them upon


