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Asia, and, in fact, wherever wealth

abounds.

Many men have risen from time to

time, who have seen and deplored these

evils, and they have sought with all the

wisdom and knowledge they possessed

to correct them. Doubtless many of the

Latter-day Saints recollect an instance of

this kind at Nauvoo. After the Saints

evacuated that place, a community of

Socialists, called Icarians, whose leader

was Mr. Cabet, came to Nauvoo and set-

tled there. There were the houses, gar-

dens, farms and orchards of the Latter-

day Saints; the country was a healthy

one when compared with what it was

when first settled by the Saints. Many

philanthropic men in France were inter-

ested in this experiment, and were anx-

ious to have it succeed. They forwarded

their means with considerable liberal-

ity to sustain the settlement; but, de-

spite their efforts and exertions, it fell to

pieces. Yet the object they had in view

was a good one, and the means they used

were effective, so far as they went. But

there was a lack of cohesive power in

the system; there was a lack of union,

and a lack of wisdom in the management

of the affair. They sought to amelio-

rate the condition of mankind and to dif-

fuse the blessings of life equally among

the people, so that hunger, poverty and

wretchedness and the dreadful conse-

quenceswhich follow in their train might

be removed from the midst of mankind

and a better order of things established.

But with all the advantages of which I

have spoken, their attempt was a signal

failure: the society was broken up and

today has no existence.

This is a case in point with which

many of you are familiar. Similar

experiments, having the same ends

in view, have been tried at other

places at various times, but like results

have attended them.

It has been seen by thinkingmen that

there is something radically wrong in the

organization of society in this respect,

but they have not known how to rem-

edy the evils. It is so in the religious

world. Religionists have to mourn and

deplore the divisions that exist among

the so-called followers of Christ; and re-

formers have risen one after another en-

deavoring to bring about greater union

and to develop a greater amount of love,

but with what success let the history

of the various sects of Christendom an-

swer. They are split up into innumer-

able parties, and the effort of every re-

former has only resulted in the increase

of religious sects. He has been unable,

and his inability has been confessed by

himself, to unite the Christian world and

bring about that oneness which char-

acterized the followers of Christ in the

early days of Christianity. It required

the Lord our God to stretch forth His

arm to bring this to pass. It required

the revelation of the Gospel in its pu-

rity from the heavens; it required the

restoration of the holy Priesthood to the

earth in the plentitude of its power to

bring it about; and as soon as the Priest-

hood was restored, as soon as the Gospel

was given again in purity to man, and

the Church of Christ was again orga-

nized, then the object for which these

reformers labored in vain began to be

accomplished—oneness began to prevail,

union began to manifest itself, love was

diffused, the Holy Ghost was bestowed,

its gifts were enjoyed, and men and

women from various nations and from

the midst of various churches were gath-

ered together in one as we are here to-

day. It required the wisdom, power and

Spirit of the Almighty to restore this


