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have today it is one of the most difficult

things to control the people in regard to

the disposition and correct use of that

means.

In a revelation given on this subject

in the year 1834, the Lord says—

"I, the Lord, stretched out the heav-

ens, and built the earth, my very hand-

iwork; and all things therein are mine.

And it is my purpose to provide for my

saints, for all things are mine. But it

must needs be done in mine own way;

and behold this is the way that I, the

Lord, have decreed to provide for my

saints, that the poor shall be exalted,

in that the rich are made low. For the

earth is full, and there is enough and

to spare; yea, I prepared all things, and

have given unto the children of men

to be agents unto themselves. There-

fore, if any man shall take of the abun-

dance which I have made, and impart

not his portion, according to the law of

my gospel, unto the poor and the needy,

he shall, with the wicked, lift up his eyes

in hell, being in torment."

In another revelation on the same

subject given in 1832, the Lord says—

"For Zion must increase in beauty,

and holiness; her borders must be en-

larged; her stakes must be strength-

ened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion

must arise and put on her beautiful

garments. Therefore, I give unto you

this commandment, that ye bind your-

selves by this covenant, and it shall

be done according to the laws of the

Lord. Behold, here is wisdom also in

me for your good. And you are to be

equal, or in other words, you are to

have equal claims on the properties, for

the benefit of managing the concerns of

your stewardships, every man according

to his wants and his needs, inasmuch

as his wants are just—And all this for

the benefit of the church of the living

God, that every man may improve upon

his talent, that every man may gain

other talents, yea, even an hundred fold,

to be cast into the Lord's storehouse,

to become the common property of the

whole church—Every man seeking the

interest of his neighbor, and doing all

things with an eye single to the glory of

God.

"This order I have appointed to be

an everlasting order unto you, and unto

your successors, inasmuch as you sin

not. And the soul that sins against

this covenant, and hardeneth his heart

against it, shall be dealt with according

to the laws of my church, and shall be

delivered over to the buffetings of Satan

until the day of redemption."

While I am reading I will read an-

other extract, that you may get the idea

more fully in your mind. After speak-

ing of the treasury that shall be ap-

pointed, in which shall be preserved the

sacred things in the treasury for sa-

cred and holy purposes, which shall be

called the treasury of the Lord, the Lord

continues—

"And again, there shall be another

treasury prepared, and a treasurer ap-

pointed to keep the treasury, and a seal

shall be placed upon it; And all moneys

that you receive in your stewardships, by

improving upon the properties which I

have appointed unto you, in houses, or

in lands, or in cattle, or in all things

save it be the holy and sacred writings,

which I have reserved unto myself for

holy and sacred purposes, shall be cast

into the treasury as fast as you receive

the moneys, by hundreds, or by fifties,

or by twenties, or by tens, or by fives.

Or in other words, if any man among

you obtain five dollars let him cast them

into the treasury; or if he obtain ten, or

twenty, or fifty or an hundred, let him

do likewise; And let not any among you

say that it is his own; for it shall not

be called his, nor any part of it. And


