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I was mashed all to pieces, and fainted.

During the affray abroad, the sisters of

the neighborhood had collected at my

room. I called for a blanket, they threw

me one, and shut the door. I wrapped

it around me and went in." History of

Joseph Smith, Mill. Star, vol. 14, page

148.

I will add that the exposure of the

child above referred to, to the night air,

caused its death. This murdered child

was doubtless the first martyr of the last

dispensation.

In a revelation given Sept., 1831, the

Lord said, "It is my will that the Saints

retain a strong hold in the land of Kirt-

land for the space of five years."

The Saints owned several farms in

Kirtland. Mr. Lyman, a Presbyterian,

also owned a grist mill there, and many

of us got our grinding done at his mill,

although our brethren owned mills two

or three miles distant. We had com-

menced building the Kirtland Temple.

A portion of the city site had been sur-

veyed, and many of the Saints who had

recently come in were building houses

on the lots. Mr. Lyman associated him-

self with a combination to starve us out.

The authorities proceeded to warn all

the Latter-day Saints out of the town-

ship, and formed a compact not to em-

ploy us or sell us grain, which was scarce

at the time. Mr. Lyman had 3,000

bushels of wheat, but refused to let us

have it at any reasonable price, and it

was believed we were so destitute of

money that we would have to scatter

abroad. The warning out of town was de-

signed to prevent our becoming a town-

ship charge, the law of Ohio being that

if a person, who had been warned out

of town, applied for assistance, he was

to be carried to the next town and so on

till he was taken out of the State or to

the town from which he formerly came.

We were obliged to send fifty miles

for grain, which cost us one dollar and

six cents per bushel delivered in Kirt-

land. Mr. Lyman's grain remained un-

sold and his effort to starve us taught

us better than to longer patronize his

mill, although it cost us the trouble of

going two or three miles to mills belong-

ing to our brethren. We built a magnif-

icent temple and a large city. We paid

our quota of taxes and we were as noted

and remarkable for our industry, temper-

ance, thrift and morality there, as our

people are at the present day. We also

patronized a Mr. Lyon, who was a gen-

tlemanly outside merchant, but the mo-

ment he got an opportunity he united

with our enemies to oppress us.

We sent our children to school to Mr.

Bates, a Presbyterian minister, who soon

after went into court and bore false wit-

ness against the Elders, and further tes-

tified on oath that every "Mormon" was

intellectually insane. This lesson did ad-

monish us not to longer entrust the edu-

cation of our youth to canting hypocrites.

For several years we had used the

paper of Geauga Bank at Painesville,

as money. A loan of a few hundred

dollars was asked for by Joseph Smith,

with ample security, but was refused,

and Elder Reynolds Cahoon was told

they would not accommodate the "Mor-

mon Prophet," although they acknowl-

edged the endorsers were above ques-

tion, simply because it would encourage

"Mormonism." So much of their specie

was drawn by Joseph Smith during the

three succeeding days, as greatly im-

proved their tempers, and they said to

Elder Cahoon, "Tell Mr. Smith he must

stop this, and any favor he wants we are

ready to accord him."

Subsequently application was made

to the Legislature of the State for

a bank charter, the notes to be


