
adopting measures to give the fugitives em-
ployment and succor, for which our hearts 
overflow with gratitude.

As soon as the Saints were all expelled 
from Missouri, Joseph Smith went to 
Washington and laid the grievances of the 
people before the President and Congress 
of the United States. Mr. Van Buren said, 
“Your cause is just, but we can do noth-
ing for you.” Mr. Clay, when appealed to, 
said we “had better go to Oregon.” Mr. 
Calhoun informed Mr. Smith it would in-
volve the question of State rights, and was 
a dangerous question, and it would not do 
to agitate it. Mr. Cass, as chairman of the 
Senate committee, to which the petition 
was referred, reported that Congress had 
no business with it.

Elder John P. Green went east, and 
published an appeal in behalf of the Saints, 
holding public meetings in Cincinnati and 
New York, and received some small con-
tributions for the assistance of the most 
needy.

As soon as Joseph Smith escaped from 
Missouri to Illinois, he purchased lands at 
a place known as Commerce, in Hancock 
County, and commenced the survey of 
a city which he called Nauvoo, the word 
being derived from the Hebrew, meaning 
beauty and rest. Although the situation 
was handsome, it was famed for being un-
healthy. There were but few inhabitants in 
the vicinity, but many graves in the bury-
ing ground, and much of the subsequent 
sickness was the result of exposure and the 
want of suitable means of nursing the sick. 
The swamps in the vicinity of Nauvoo 
were soon drained, and the lands around 
put under cultivation. Numerous dwell-
ings and several mills were erected, and 
thrift and prosperity, the invariable results 
of industry and sobriety, were manifest.

Demands were made from Mis-

souri for the persons of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith. Joseph was arrested and tried at 
Monmouth, before Judge Stephen A. 
Douglas, and honorably discharged. His 
principal attorney in this case was the Hon. 
O. H. Browning, now U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior. This suit cost him upwards 
of three thousand dollars. He was soon 
again arrested on a demand from Missouri, 
and discharged by Judge Pope, of the U.S. 
District Court. This time it cost him twelve 
thousand dollars. Not long after this sec-
ond acquittal he was again arrested in Lee 
County, Illinois, and an attempt made, in 
the face of the State authorities, to kidnap 
him into Missouri. Nauvoo sent out three 
hundred men and rescued him. He was af-
terwards discharged by the municipal court 
of that place, and Thomas Ford, Governor 
of Illinois, sanctioned his discharge.

In 1844 Joseph and Hyrum were ar-
rested on a charge of treason, under pledge 
of the executive that they should have a fair 
trial, but they were murdered by one hun-
dred and fifty men with blackened faces; 
merchants and men that we had sustained 
in business, and apostates, took a leading 
part in bringing this about.
expenses attendant upon the arrest 

of joseph smith.
Joseph Smith, the Prophet, was sub-

jected, during his short ministerial career 
of fifteen years, to about fifty vexatious law 
suits. The principal expense was incurred 
in liquidating lawyers bills, and the breth-
ren’s time and expenditure in attending 
courts to defend the Prophet from mob 
violence.

Magistrates court expenses were gener-
ally one hundred dollars. The Prophet paid 
Generals Doniphan and Atchison for legal 
services at Richmond, Mo., in 1838-9, six-
teen thousand dollars; but this amount was
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