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rank? Or will you express your views

concerning what is called theGreat West-

ern Measure, of colonizing the Latter-

day Saints in Oregon, the northwestern

Territory, or some location, remote from

the States, where the hand of oppres-

sion shall not crush every noble princi-

ple, and extinguish every patriotic feel-

ing?

"And now, honored sir, having

reached out our imploring hands to you

with deep solemnity, we would impor-

tune with you as a father, a friend, a pa-

triot and statesman; by the constitution

of American liberty; by the blood of our

fathers, who have fought for the inde-

pendence of this Republic; by the blood of

the martyrs which has been shed in our

midst; by the wailings of the widows and

orphans; by our murdered fathers and

mothers, brothers and sisters, wives and

children; by the dread of immediate de-

struction from secret combinations now

forming for our overthrow; and by ev-

ery endearing tie that binds men to men,

and renders life bearable, and that, too,

for aught we know, for the last time, that

you will lend your immediate aid to quell

the violence of mobocracy, and exert your

influence to establish us as a people in

our civil and religious rights, where we

now are, or in some part of the United

States, or at some place remote there-

from, where we may colonize in peace

and safety as soon as circumstances will

permit.

"We sincerely hope that your future

prompt measures towards us will be dic-

tated by the best feelings that dwell in

the bosom of humanity; and the bless-

ings of a grateful people, and of many

ready to perish, shall come upon you.

"We are, sir, with great respect, "Your

obedient servants, "Brigham Young,

Chairman.

"W. Richards, | "Orson Spencer, | "Orson

Pratt, | Committee. "W. W. Phelps, | "A.

W. Babbit, | "Jno. M. Bernhisel,|

"In behalf of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, at Nauvoo,

Ill.

"P.S.—As many of our communica-

tions postmarked at Nauvoo, have failed

of their destination, and the mails

around us have been intercepted by our

enemies, we shall send this to some dis-

tant office by the hand of a special mes-

senger."

The following reply was received from

Governor Drew—

"Executive Office, Little Rock, Ark.,

May 27, 1845. "Hon. Brigham Young,

President of the Committee of Twelve of

Christ's Church of Latter-day Saints at

Nauvoo, Ill.

"Sir—Your letter of the 1st inst. has

been received, and claims my earnest at-

tention. I must acknowledge my inabil-

ity to serve your people by calling an ex-

tra Session of the General Assembly of

this State for the object contemplated.

And although I do not know that prej-

udice against your tenets in Arkansas

would weigh aught against the action of

that body, in refusing to furnish within

our borders an asylum from the oppres-

sion of which you so sorely complain;

yet I am sure the representatives of the

people would long hesitate to extend to

any class of citizens exclusive privileges,

however innocent their motives, aims,

objects or actions might appear, when

the prospects of collision, from causes

of which in your case I know nothing,

appear so evident from the two very

recent manifestations presented in the

States of Missouri and Illinois. I have no


