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doubt Illinois, prompted by the kindest
of sympathies for your people in the late
struggle and overthrow they encountered
in Missouri, extended a liberal helping
hand, but to repent her supposed folly.
Could Arkansas, after witnessing the same
scene reenacted in Illinois, calculate on
anything short of a like catastrophe?

“I am not sufficiently informed of the
course taken against you by the authori-
ties of the State of Illinois, in the diffi-
culties detailed in your communication,
to justify a recommendation from me to
the Legislature to remonstrate against the
acts of Illinois—the detailed statement of
facts afforded me by your communication
being of an ex parte character. But were
I regularly informed of all the facts from
both parties, and felt able to form a cor-
rect opinion as to the justice of the course
pursued by the State of Illinois, yet I am
of opinion that this State would not have,
nor would I have as its chief Executive of-
ficer, the right to interfere in the least with
the internal concerns or police of the State
of Illinois, or of any other neighboring
State, where its operations do not distract
or in any way affect the good order of the
citizens of the State of Arkansas. There are
instances, but they are rare, where the in-
terposition of one State to arrest the prog-
ress of violence in another, would be at all
admissible. Such, for instance, as where the
public authorities of the State affected are
palpably incompetent to quell an insurrec-
tion within her limits, and the violence is
likely to extend its ravages and bad influ-
ence to such neighboring State, or where a
proper call has been made for succor.

“Nor can I afford to exercise my official
rank as chief Executive of this State, in be-
half of a faction in a neighboring State; and I
humbly conceive that my personal influence
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would add nothing to your cause, unless
it should prove to be a just one, in which
event public opinion will afford you sup-
port of a character more lasting in the eye
of an enlightened public, than wiser and
greater men than your humble servant—
than official rank, or force backed by
power. It is true that while prejudice may
have the ascendancy over the minds of the
neighboring community, your people may
be exposed more or less to loss of life and
destruction of property; I therefore heart-
ily agree with you in the proposed plan of
emigration to the Oregon Territory—or
to California—the north of Texas, or to
Nebraska; thereby placing your commu-
nity beyond the reach of contention, until,
at least, you shall have had time and op-
portunity to test the practicability of your
system, and to develop its contemplated
superior advantages in ameliorating the
condition of the human race, and adding
to the blessings of civil and religious lib-
erty. That such a community, constituted
as yours, with the mass of prejudice which
surrounds and obstructs its progress at this
time, cannot prosper in that or any of the
neighboring States, appears very evident
from the signal failures upon two occasions
under auspices at least as favorable as you
could reasonably expect from any of the
States.

“My personal sympathies are strong
for the oppressed, though my official sta-
tion can know nothing but what is sanc-
tioned by the strictest justice, and that
circumscribed to the limited jurisdiction
of my own State; and while I deplore, as
a man and a philanthropist, your dis-
tressed situation, I would refer you to
the emphatic and patriarchal proposi-
tion of Abraham to Lot; and whilst I al-
lude to the eloquent paraphrase of one
of Virginia’s most gifted sons, wherein
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