
day Saints who wanted to come to the 
mountains had been gathered. In 1849, 
notwithstanding all our poverty, a large 
sum in gold was contributed by the 
brethren for emigration purposes, and 
Bishop Edward Hunter went back and 
commenced the work. We also recom-
menced the work of missions, which 
for a short time had been partially sus-
pended. Missionaries  were sent to 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, France, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, and the islands of 
the Pacific.

The first commercial house established 
here by strangers was Livingston and 
Kinkead’s. Mr. Livingston had about eight 
thousand dollars, which was all the money 
the firm had to invest. Kinkead was taken 
in as a partner, and they obtained credit 
in the east for twenty thousand dollars’ 
worth of goods, freighted them here and 
opened their store. They reported to their 
creditors that on the first day of opening 
they received ten thousand dollars in gold. 
They remained here until they made them-
selves fortunes, and carried gold from this 
Territory, perhaps to the amount of mil-
lions, and established themselves elsewhere.  
They were an honorable business house, 
but I have often reflected upon the bad 
policy that we, as servants of God, adopted 
at that time in sustaining strangers. If the 
ten thousand dollars which were paid into 
that house the first day, had been handled 
by some of our experienced merchants in 
a cooperative institution, it would have 
been just as easy to have furnished our own  
merchandise as to have bought their’s. 
Bishop N. K. Whitney, who was then liv-
ing, or Bishop Woolley, and numbers of 
others were well acquainted with mercan-
tile business; but they had been robbed 
of all they had, and had no capital. It 
only wanted unity and willingness on the

part of the people to sustain their brethren 
in their business relations, to have laid the 
foundation to supply all that was ever sup-
plied by Livingston and Kinkead.

I would like everyone to inquire for 
himself—What would have been the re-
sult if, instead of sustaining Livingston and 
Kinkead and other merchants, our people 
had sustained Latter-day Saints? The result 
would have been, that large sums of money 
would have remained here and been used 
for building up the country; and when a 
dark cloud had lowered over us, our breth-
ren with this means in their possession 
would have been on hand to aid the Saints 
in defending and preserving their lives and 
liberties; while, as it was, the influence 
of the men we had enriched was turned 
against us, they believing they could make 
more money out of the Government, and 
get rich quicker through war, than they 
could by continuing their honest, legiti-
mate business with the people here. This 
firm is but one; several other firms might 
be mentioned who pursued a similar 
course.

A s  s o o n  a s  i t  w a s  k n o w n  i n 
Christendom that the Latter-day Saints 
were not dead, but that they were alive 
and flourishing, and were gathering their 
people to the mountains at the rate of from 
two to five thousand a year, and that they 
had succeeded in reclaiming the desert, 
and in making grain and grass grow where 
nothing would grow before, it seemed as 
though all hell was aroused again. Federal 
officers were sent here, and they thought 
it policy to join in the general hue and 
cry, or at least some of them; there were  
a few honorable exceptions. But the  
majority of them raised a hue and cry 
against us, and it was thought so much of, 
that one of the rotten planks in the plat-
form of the great rising party which con-
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