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great extent to prove the divine authentic-
ity of the Book of Mormon.

This book, the Book of Mormon, in-
forms us that the time of day at which
Jesus was crucified, I mean the time of
day here in America, was in the morning;
the New Testament tells us that Jesus was
crucified in Asia in the afternoon, between
the sixth and ninth hour according to the
Jews’ reckoning. They commenced their
reckoning at six o’clock in the morning,
and consequently the sixth hour would be
twelve o’clock at noon, and the ninth hour
three o’clock in the afternoon. Jesus, from
the sixth to the ninth hour, in other words
from twelve o’clock to three, was hanging
on the cross. Now the Book of Mormon,
or the historians whose records it contains,
when relating the incidents that transpired
at the time of the crucifixion—the dark-
ness that was spread over the face of the
land, the earthquakes, the rending of rocks,
the sinking of cities and the whirlwinds—
say these events occurred in the morning;
they also say that darkness was spread over
the face of the land for the space of three
days. In Jerusalem it was only three hours.
But the Lord gave them a special sign in
this country, and the darkness lasted three
days, and at the expiration of three days
and three nights of darkness, it cleared off,
and it was in the morning. That shows
that, according to the time in this coun-
try, the crucifixion must have taken place
in the morning.

Says one, “Is not this a contradiction
between the Book of Mormon and the
New Testament?” To an unlearned per-
son it would really be a contradiction, for
the four Evangelists place it from
twelve to three in the afternoon, while
the Book of Mormon says in the morn-
ing. An unlearned person, seeing this
discrepancy, would say, of course, that
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both books cannot be true. If the Book of
Mormon be true the Bible cannot be; and
if the Bible be true the Book of Mormon
cannot be.

I do not know that anybody ever
brought up this objection, for I do not
think they ever thought of it. I do not
think that the Prophet Joseph, who trans-
lated the book, ever thought of this ap-
parent discrepancy. “But,” says one, “how
do you account for it being in the morn-
ing in America and in the afternoon in
Jerusalem?” Simply by the difference in
longitude. This would make a difference of
time of several hours; for when it would be
twelve at noon in Jerusalem it would only
be half-past four in the morning in the
northwest part of South America, where
the Book of Mormon was then being writ-
ten. Seven and a half hours difference in
longitude would account for this apparent
discrepancy; and if the Book of Mormon
had said the crucifixion took place in the
afternoon we should have known at once
that it could not be true. This is inciden-
tal proof to learned or scientific men that
they cannot very well reason away, and es-
pecially when the instrument who brought
forth the Book of Mormon is considered.
It must be remembered that he was but a
youth, and unlearned; and, when he trans-
lated this work, I presume that he was un-
aware that there was any difference in the
time of day, according to the longitude, in
different parts of the earth. I do not sup-
pose that Joseph ever thought about it to
the day of his death. I never heard him or
any other person bring forth this as confir-
matory evidence of the divine authenticity
of the Book of Mormon; I never thought
of it myself until years after Joseph’s
death; but when I did reflect upon it, I
could see the reason why the Lord, through
His servants, has said in the Book of
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