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About forty-five years before Christ a

very large colony of five thousand four

hundred men, with wives and children,

united themselves together in the north-

ern part of South America, and came

forth by land into North America, and

traveled an exceedingly great distance

until they came to large bodies of wa-

ter and many rivers, very probably in

the great Mississippi Valley. In the

next ten years numerous other colonies

came forth and spread themselves on the

northern portion of the continent and be-

came exceedingly numerous.

You may inquire, "Did all these dif-

ferent colonies have the Scriptures?" Yes.

"How did they get them?" They had a

great many scribes in their midst. The

Book of Mormon informs us that they

had not only the Scriptures which they

brought from Jerusalem, but those given

by the living prophets among them; and

that a great many copies were written

and sent forth into all of these colonies,

so that the people in all their colonies

were well acquainted with the law of

Moses and with the prophecies of the

prophets in relation to the first coming

of our Savior Jesus Christ.

"But," some may inquire, "have you

any external evidence to prove what you

are now saying?" I think we have. Thirty

years after the Book of Mormon was put

in print, giving the history of the set-

tlement of this country, one of the great

mounds south of the great lakes near

Newark, in Ohio, was opened. What was

found in it? A great many curiosities,

among which were some copper pieces,

supposed to be money. After digging

down many feet, and carrying off many

thousand loads of stone, they at length

found a coffin in the midst of a hard kind

of fire clay. Underneath this they found a

large stone that appeared to be hollow;

something seemed to rattle inside of it.

The stone was cemented together in the

middle, but with some little exertion

they broke it open, when another stone

was found inside of it, of a different na-

ture entirely from its covering. On the

stone taken from the inside was carved

the figure of a man with a priestly robe

flowing from his shoulders; and over the

head of this man were the Hebrew char-

acters for Moshe, the ancient name of

Moses; while on each side of this like-

ness, and on different sides of the stone,

above, beneath, and around about were

the Ten Commandments that were re-

ceived on Mount Sinai, written in the

ancient Hebrew characters. Now recol-

lect that the Book of Mormon had been

in print thirty years before this dis-

covery. And what does this discovery

prove? It proves that the builders of

these mounds, south of the great lakes in

the great Mississippi Valley in Ohio, In-

diana, Illinois, New York, etc., must have

understood the Hebrew characters; and

not only that, but they must also have

understood the law of Moses. Otherwise

how happened it that they should write

on this stone the Ten Commandments

almost verbatim as they are now con-

tained in King James' translation of the

Bible. It proves that the builders of these

mounds were Israelites, and that their il-

lustrious dead, buried in these mounds,

had these commandments buried with

them, in accordance with the custom of

many of the ancient nations, especially

the Egyptians, who were in the habit

of consigning their written sacred pa-

pyrus to their great tombs. In Egypt

many of these ancient manuscripts

have been exhumed and, in many in-

stances, pretended to be translated.

So the Israelites followed the customs

of these Eastern nations, and buried


