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that which they considered most sacred,

namely, the Ten Commandments, thun-

dered by the voice of the Almighty in the

midst of flaming fire on Mount Sinai in

the ears of all the congregation of Israel.

I have seen that sacred stone. It is

not a hatched up story. I heard tell of

it as being in the Antiquarian Society,

or rather, as it is now called, the Ethno-

logical Society, in the City of New York.

I went to the Secretary of that Society,

and he kindly showed me this stone, of

which I have been speaking, and being

acquainted with modern Hebrew, I could

form some kind of an estimate of the an-

cient Hebrew, for some of the modern

Hebrew characters do not vary much in

form from the ancient Hebrew. At any

rate we have enough of ancient Hebrew,

that has been dug up in Palestine and

taken from among the ruins of the Is-

raelites east of the Mediterranean Sea,

to form some kind of an estimate of the

characters that were in use among them;

and having these characters and com-

paring them, I could see and understand

the nature of the writing upon these

records. They were also taken to the

most learned men of our country, who, as

soon as they looked at them, were able

to pronounce them to be not only ancient

Hebrew, but they were also able to trans-

late them and pronounced them to be the

Ten Commandments. This, then, is ex-

ternal proof, independent of the Scrip-

tural proofs to which I have alluded, in

testimony of the divine authenticity of

the Book of Mormon.

Now, our modern Hebrew has

many points; it has also many addi-

tional characters not found in the an-

cient Hebrew. These additional char-

acters have been made since these

colonies left Jerusalem. Do you find

on these ancient writings any of these

modern characters that have been

introduced during the last two thou-

sand four hundred years? Not one. Do

you find any Hebrew points representing

vowels? Not one; and all the new con-

sonants that have been introduced dur-

ing the last two thousand four hundred

years were not found upon this stone to

which I have referred, showing plainly

that it must have been of very ancient

date.

Five years after the discovery of this

remarkable memento of the ancient Is-

raelites on the American continent, and

thirty-five years after the Book of Mor-

mon was in print, several other mounds

in the same vicinity of Newark were

opened, in several of which Hebrew char-

acters were found. Among them was

this beautiful expression, buried with

one of their ancient dead, "May the

Lord have mercy on me a Nephite."

It was translated a little different—

"Nephel." Now we well know that Nephi,

who came out of Jerusalem six hundred

years before Christ, was the leader of

the first Jewish colony across to this

land, and the people, ever afterwards,

were called "Nephites," after their in-

spired prophet and leader. The Nephites

were a righteous people and had many

prophets among them; and when they

were burying one of their brethren in

these ancient mounds, they introduced

the Hebrew characters signifying "May

the Lord have mercy on me a Nephite."

This is another direct evidence of the di-

vine authenticity of the Book of Mormon,

which was brought forth and translated

by inspiration some thirty-five years be-

fore this inscription was found.

But I said I would tell you some

of the objects that the Lord had in

view in bringing forth this sacred record.

It is in order to prepare the peo-

ple for the day of His coming, in or-

der to establish the true Church and


