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power of Moses was the same in charac-

ter as that exercised by the magicians.

When Moses threw down his rod it be-

came a serpent; the rods of the magi-

cians did the same. When Moses brought

up frogs on the land, they did the same;

when he turned the rivers of water into

blood, they did the same; and thus they

deluded the Egyptian nation, and made

them believe that if the power of Moses

was superior to theirs, it was only be-

cause he had learned the magic art more

thoroughly than they had.

Well, it seems as if the Lord our God

is giving the nation a pretty thorough

warning. He told this nation by reve-

lation, twenty-eight years before it com-

menced, of the great American war. He

told all about how the Southern States

should be divided against the Northern

States, and that in the course of the war

many souls should be cut off. This has

been fulfilled.

I went forth before my beard was

gray, before my hair began to turn white,

when I was a youth of nineteen, now I am

fifty-eight, and from that time on I pub-

lished these tidings among the inhabi-

tants of the earth. I carried forth the

written revelation, foretelling this great

contest, some twenty-eight years before

the war commenced. This prophecy has

been printed and circulated extensively

in this and other nations and languages.

It pointed out the place where it should

commence in South Carolina. That

which I declared over the New England

States, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,

and many other parts in the East, when

but a boy, came to pass twenty-eight

years after the revelation was given.

When they were talking about

a war commencing down here in

Kansas, I told them that was not

the place; I also told them that

the revelation had designated South

Carolina, "and," said I, "you have no

need to think that the Kansas war is go-

ing to be the war that is to be so terribly

destructive in its character and nature.

No, it must commence at the place the

Lord has designated by revelation."

What did they have to say to me?

They thought it was a Mormon hum-

bug, and laughed me to scorn, and they

looked upon that revelation as they do

upon all others that God has given in

these latter days—as without divine au-

thority. But behold and lo! In process

of time it came to pass, again establish-

ing the divinity of this work, and giving

another proof that God is in this work,

and is performing that which He spoke

by the mouths of the ancient prophets, as

recorded in the Book of Mormon before

any Church of Latter-day Saints was in

existence.

This same book says, "In that day the

blood of the Saints shall cry from the

ground for vengeance on the heads of the

wicked." What! In a free and enlightened

nation and government like the United

States, which holds forth, in the first

amendment to the Constitution, liberty,

and freedom of conscience! A Constitu-

tion that protects religious societies in

their belief! A Constitution that guar-

antees to all the right of having what-

ever kind of religion they choose! A Con-

stitution that guarantees liberty of the

press, and liberty to all to serve God ac-

cording to the dictates of their own con-

sciences! Can it be that such a prophecy

will be fulfilled in the midst of such an

enlightened nation? The Book of Mor-

mon declared it, and that, too, before

the existence of the Latter-day Saints'

Church. It has been printed and sent

to all the world, that in that day, when

that book should come forth, the blood of

the Saints should cry to the Lord from


