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from the Missourians, but we took up

land that belonged to the General Gov-

ernment. We paid our money into that

Government Land Office. Did they pro-

tect us in the possession of that land

which they guaranteed by their deeds to

us and our seed or heirs forever? They

did not. Did they protect us in our cit-

izenship? No, they did not. Did we ap-

peal to them for protection? Yes, we laid

our case before them. What was their

reply? Martin Van Buren, who sat at

the head of the Government at that time,

said, "Gentlemen, your cause is just, but

I can do nothing for you." He saw the tes-

timony; there was no getting away from

it. His reply indicated that he thought

we had been persecuted so many years

that they had the right to persecute us;

and when we asked, "Can you protect

us according to the Constitution, in our

just rights? Can you not restore us our

property—our houses and lands?" The

reply was, "No, we can do nothing for

you."

Then, according to our ideas of the

justice that dwells in the bosom of the

Almighty, who is the Judge of all the

earth, we must suppose that He will

not only hold the actual murderers of

the Saints responsible, but all who sanc-

tioned the deed, and the nation for not

punishing those murderers and for not

protecting us in our rights, and suffer-

ing us to be exiled unjustly to a for-

eign territory, for Utah then belonged

to Mexico. When we could not find

safety in the United States we fled

to Mexico for protection; but we ulti-

mately assisted in redeeming the land

we now occupy from the Mexican Gov-

ernment and securing it to the United

States Government. After sending five

hundred of our men to redeem this

country, the United States formed a

treaty with Mexico, and this became

United States territory.

By and by, after having secured this

soil to our Government by the Mormon

Battalion, and having redeemed it from

its sterility, and built upwards of a hun-

dred towns and settlements, it was sold

to us. Did we find fault at having to

pay for it? No. When the land office

was opened in this Territory two or three

years ago, we considered it all right, and

we were willing to pay our money for it.

But what now? A bill is before Congress

the object of which is to deprive us of the

lands which we have paid for. The Gov-

ernment has got our money in its Trea-

sury for lands we have bought and paid

for, and for which it bargained to give us

a deed and entered into a compact that

we and our children after us should pos-

sess this land forever, and now Congress

has got up a law to deprive every man

in this Territory, whose religious faith

happens to differ from Congress, of these

lands. Because we happen to differ on

certain religious points with the General

Government, we are to be deprived of our

homestead rights, guaranteed to us and

to the people of all the Territories of the

United States, by the laws of Congress.

Does this look like justice? Is this

evenhanded justice? It does not seem to

agree with my ideas of justice any more

than the proceedings of the mobocrats in

Missouri, Ohio or Illinois. When, there-

fore, the American nation, as a nation,

by the voice of her Representatives, Sen-

ators and President, sanctions a law to

deprive American citizens of their citi-

zenship, to rob them of their houses and

lands, and then deprive them of their

liberty, because of a difference of reli-

gious belief and practice, I think the na-

tion is pretty well ripened, and that it


