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The Twelve Apostles were called by

revelation to go to Far West, Caldwell

County, to lay the foundation of the cor-

ner stone of the Temple. When that rev-

elation was given this Church was in

peace in Missouri. It is the only rev-

elation that has ever been given since

the organization of the Church, that I

know anything about, that had day and

date given with it. The Lord called

the Twelve Apostles, while in this state

of prosperity, on the 26th day of April,

1838, to go to Far West to lay the cor-

ner stone of the Temple; and from there

to take their departure to England to

preach the Gospel. Previous to the ar-

rival of that period the whole Church

was driven out of the State of Missouri,

and it was as much as a man's life was

worth to be found in the State if it was

known that he was a Latter-day Saint;

and especially was this the case with

the Twelve. When the time came for

the corner stone of the Temple to be

laid, as directed in the revelation, the

Church was in Illinois, having been ex-

pelled fromMissouri by an edict from the

Governor. Joseph and Hyrum Smith and

Parley P. Pratt were in chains in Mis-

souri for the testimony of Jesus. As the

time drew nigh for the accomplishment

of this work, the question arose, "What

is to be done?" Here is a revelation com-

manding the Twelve to be in Far West

on the 26th day of April, to lay the cor-

ner stone of the Temple there; it had to

be fulfilled. The Missourians had sworn

by all the gods of eternity that if every

other revelation given through Joseph

Smith were fulfilled, that should not be,

for the day and date being given they de-

clared that it should fail. The general

feeling in the Church, so far as I know,

was that, under the circumstances, it

was impossible to accomplish the work;

and the Lord would accept the will

for the deed. This was the feeling of Fa-

ther Smith, the father of the Prophet.

Joseph was not with us, he was in chains

in Missouri, for his religion. When Pres-

ident Young asked the question of the

Twelve, "Brethren, what will you do

about this?" the reply was, "The Lord has

spoken and it is for us to obey." We felt

that the Lord God had given the com-

mandment and we had faith to go for-

ward and accomplish it, feeling that it

was His business whether we lived or

died in its accomplishment. We started

for Missouri. There were two wagons.

I had one and took brother Pratt and

President Young in mine; brother Cut-

ler, one of the building committee, had

the other. We reached Far West and laid

the corner stone according to the revela-

tion that had been given to us. We cut off

apostates and those who had sworn away

the lives of the brethren. We ordained

Darwin Chase and Norman Shearer into

the Seventies. Brother George A. Smith

and myself were ordained into the quo-

rum of the Twelve on the corner stone of

the Temple; we had been called before,

but not ordained. We then returned, no-

body having molested or made us afraid.

We performed that work by faith, and

the Lord blessed us in doing it. The

devil, however, tried to kill us, for be-

fore we started for England everyone of

the Twelve was taken sick, and it was

about as much as we could do to move

or stir. I had traveled in Tennessee, Mis-

sissippi, Kentucky and Arkansas for two

or three years, and that, too, during the

sickly season, where they were not well

enough to take care of the sick, and I

had never had the ague. But upon this

occasion I was taken with the ague, the

first time in my life. All the Twelve had

something the matter with them. But

we had to travel sick; we had to travel


