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of God unto us. We have walked and

lived by faith, precisely the same as the

Apostles, prophets and Saints have done

in every dispensation and age of the

world; for there is one remarkable fea-

ture with regard to the work of God, and

that is, it has always been unpopular in

every age and generation. The Lord has

never sent a message to the inhabitants

of the earth but what it has been de-

spised, in a great measure, by most of

them. As it was in the days of Noah and

Lot, so shall it be in the days of the com-

ing of the Son of Man. In the days of

Noah there were eight souls saved, af-

ter one hundred and twenty years' la-

bor in preaching and building the Ark.

In the days of Lot but very few left the

city of Sodom. Lot and his family left,

and we are told that his wife was turned

into a pillar of salt; and what the an-

gels had told Lot concerning Sodom and

Gomorrah came to pass—fire and brim-

stone were sent down from heaven upon

them and they were destroyed.

The work of God and the Gospel

of Christ have always been unpopular.

Take the life of the Savior himself. There

is a fair example. Trace him from the

day he was born until his death, and who

were his friends? A few illiterate fish-

ermen. Jesus Christ came to the house

of Judah and they rejected him; and

Jerusalem, Judea, and the inhabitants

of all the region round about rose up

against him with the exception of a few

poor men and women. Still he was the

Savior of the world, the great Shiloh of

Israel, the great King of the Jews. That

is a fair ensample of the way in which the

work of God has been received in every

age and dispensation. All that Jesus said

concerning the Jews has come to pass to

the very letter; not one jot or tittle has

fallen unfulfilled. Their history for the

last eighteen hundred years, until the

present day, has been a remarkable en-

sign to the nations of the earth of the

truth of the Bible and of the truth of the

testimony of Jesus Christ, and of him

being the Savior of the world. All that

he said concerning them and all that

Moses predicted concerning their disper-

sion and about their being driven, as

corn is sifted through a sieve, among

the nations; about the manner in which

their women did evil to the children of

their own bosoms when Jerusalem was

surrounded by the Roman army, when

it was taken and over two millions of

its inhabitants were destroyed by sword,

pestilence and famine, has been fulfilled.

All these things have been in strict ful-

fillment of the sayings of Moses and Je-

sus concerning them. When the Savior

was sentenced to death they cried, "Let

his blood be upon us and upon our chil-

dren;" and they have been trampled un-

der foot by the whole Gentile world for

the last eighteen hundred years. In their

affliction and persecutions they have had

to suffer almost beyond the endurance of

man, and until the last few years have

scarcely had the right of citizenship in

any nation under heaven—except in the

United States. All that has been spoken

concerning them has had its fulfillment

as fast as time would admit.

It is so with regard to the Gospel of

Jesus Christ in the latter days. If they

called the master of the house Beelze-

bub, will they not say the same of his

household? They said that he cast out

devils by Beelzebub, the prince of devils,

they said he was a pestilent fellow and a

stirrer-up of sedition and strife, still he

was the Savior of the world.

This principle of unbelief has ex-

isted in every age; it exists today.

The Elders of Israel have had to

contend with this power of darkness,


