
day, lay down my life, honoring the faith 
once delivered to the Saints, than turn 
round and fear men, who have power only 
to kill the body, instead of fearing Him 
who has power to cast both soul and body 
into hell. Salvation is of more consequence 
to me and to this people, and to all the in-
habitants of the earth, than anything else. 
What is the world with its honors, gold, 
silver, thrones, principalities and powers 
compared with salvation? They all end at 
death, they are of no force after, and are 
of no moment when compared with eter-
nal salvation. Oh, what glorious princi-
ples have been revealed to the Latter-day 
Saints! Where did you get them? How did 
you obtain them? Through the voice of 
Joseph Smith and Brigham Young by rev-
elation from God. That is the way we ob-
tained them. The principles of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ have power and efficacy 
after death; they will bring together men 
and their wives and children in the family 
organization and will reunite them worlds 
without end. The power of those who sit 
upon thrones in this life will end at their 
death; they will have no extra power in the 
world to come because they have occupied 
thrones in this. The Czar of Russia, the 
Emperor of France, the Queen of England, 
or any other sovereign, will not have any 
additional power in the world to come be-
cause of their present glory. It will all end 
with their death. These are the kingdoms 
of men, they are not ordained of God. 
True, they will be held accountable for  
the exercise of their power here; God will 
hold them responsible for that, but so far 
as salvation and glory hereafter are con-
cerned, their exalted positions here will  
not avail them anything. There is not a 
man who has lived since the Church went 
into the wilderness and the kingdom of

God was taken from the earth; until 
Moroni rent the veil and gave to Joseph 
Smith the records of the Book of Mormon, 
and until Peter, James, and John sealed 
upon him the keys of the holy Priesthood, 
who can claim a wife in the resurrection. 
Not one of them has been married for eter-
nity, but only until death. But unto the 
Latter-day Saints the sealing ordinances 
have been revealed, and they will have ef-
fect after death, and, as I have said, will 
reunite men and women eternally in the 
family organization. Herein is why these 
principles are a part of our religion, and 
by them husbands and wives, parents and 
children will be reunited until the links 
in the chain are reunited back to Father 
Adam. We could not obtain a fullness of 
celestial glory without this sealing ordi-
nance or the institution called the patri-
archal order of marriage, which is one of 
the most glorious principles of our reli-
gion. I would just as lief the United States 
Government would pass a law against my 
being baptized for the remission of my 
sins, or against my receiving the Holy 
Ghost, as against my practicing the patri-
archal order of marriage. I would just as 
lief they would take away any other prin-
ciple of the Gospel as this. The opinion of 
men generally, in relation to this subject, 
is that the Latter-day Saints practice it for 
the gratification of their carnal desires; but 
such ideas are wholly untrue. The world 
seek after this; but the Saints of God prac-
tice this principle that they may partake 
of eternal lives, that they may have wives 
and posterity in the world to come and 
throughout the endless ages of eternity.

God promised to Abraham that 
his seed should be as numerous as the  
stars in the heaven or as the sands  
o n  t h e  s e a s h o r e .  W e  a l l  k n o w ,
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