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from reading the history of Abraham,

that this promise has not been fulfilled,

for you may take one square yard of sand

on the seashore, and the grains it would

contain would be more numerous than

all the inhabitants that ever lived on the

earth; hence this promise of the Lord

could not be fulfilled if, as the Chris-

tian world imagine, the marriage rela-

tion ceases with the termination of this

life, and that after the resurrection there

is no increase. But in the resurrection

there will be no end to the increase of

Abraham, it will continue through all

eternity.

These are some of the principles of

the Gospel God has revealed to us. Are

they not worth living for and having

faith in? They are. Then do not fear

because of the wicked. We have every-

thing to encourage us. The Latter-day

Saints should be faithful. We should live

our religion and be true and faithful to

our covenants. We should magnify our

callings as Apostles, Elders and Saints,

before God, angels and men. We have

but little time to work, and we should

work while it is called today; by and

by night comes when no man can work.

When the vision of my mind is opened

and I gaze abroad upon this generation,

I many times feel to mourn in my spirit

to see the darkness and unbelief and the

carelessness of man with regard to his

future and eternal state. Instead of seek-

ing with all their powers to secure to

themselves eternal life they seem to be

doing their utmost to turn the last key

to seal their condemnation and to make

themselves the sons of perdition. They

will labor to shed innocent blood and to

destroy the Church and kingdom of God

on the earth. This is one of the prompt-

ings of the evil one.

There are two things which have

always followed apostates in every

age of the world, and especially in our

day. In the early days of the Church,

in Kirtland, as soon as men apostatized

from the Church and kingdom of God,

they immediately began to fear their fel-

low men, and to fancy their lives were

in danger. Another peculiarity common

to apostates was that they desired to

kill those who had been their benefac-

tors. This was the case with the Hig-

bees, Laws and others with regard to

the Prophet Joseph, when they turned

against him, they sought with all their

powers to take away his life. Not only

were they afraid of their own lives, but

they sought to take his, and they even-

tually succeeded, and woe is their doom.

What would they not give in exchange

for their souls? But no matter, they can-

not redeem them. This spirit always ac-

companies the apostates. What are they

afraid of? There is something they do not

understand or comprehend; they walk in

the dark, and by and by they will unite

with the wicked and try to overthrow the

very work they have been trying to build

up.

This spirit has always been with the

enemies of righteousness. The devil

seeks to overthrow the kingdom of God

and the Saints, and he always will do

it as long as he has any power on the

earth; therefore we should be united.

We should be faithful and labor hard

to do what we have to do, and not

put off anything for the building up of

the kingdom of God. We should obey

all the ordinances we can for ourselves

and our children; for the living and

the dead. We should attend to these

things as we go along, and when we

get through with our work and into

the spirit world, we may look back and

be satisfied with our labors. There is

a great deal for the Latter-day Saints

to do. We have done a good deal,


