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to apostatize. For three hundred years

the people on the continent of North

and South America were benefited by

the work of the Savior in organizing

his Church and revealing every principle

and ordinance calculated to assist them

back into the presence of God. Is not that

good?

"What good does it do you, Latter-day

Saints?" It proves that the Bible is true.

What do the infidel world say about the

Bible? They say that the Bible is noth-

ing better than last year's almanac; it is

nothing but a fable and priestcraft, and

it is good for nothing. The Book of Mor-

mon, however, declares that the Bible is

true, and it proves it; and the two prove

each other true. The Old and New Tes-

taments are the stick of Judah. You rec-

ollect that the tribe of Judah tarried in

Jerusalem and the Lord blessed Judah,

and the result was the writings of the

Old and New Testaments. But where is

the stick of Joseph? Can yon tell where

it is? Yes. It was the children of Joseph

who came across the waters to this con-

tinent, and this land was filled with peo-

ple, and the Book of Mormon or the stick

of Joseph contains their writings, and

they are in the hands of Ephraim. Where

are the Ephraimites? They are mixed

through all the nations of the earth. God

is calling upon them to gather out, and

He is uniting them, and they are giving

the Gospel to the whole world. Is there

any harm or any false doctrine in that?

A great many say there is. If there is, it

is all in the Bible.

When I first commenced to preach

to the people, nearly forty years ago,

to believe the Bible was the great

requisite. I have heard some make

the broad assertion that every word

within the lids of the Bible was

the word of God. I have said to

them, "You have never read the Bible,

have you?" "O, yes, and I believe every

word in it is the word of God." Well, I

believe that the Bible contains the word

of God, and the words of good men and

the words of bad men; the words of good

angels and the words of bad angels and

words of the devil; and also the words ut-

tered by the ass when he rebuked the

prophet in his madness. I believe the

words of the Bible are just what they

are; but aside from that I believe the

doctrines concerning salvation contained

in that book are true, and that their

observance will elevate any people, na-

tion or family that dwells on the face of

the earth. The doctrines contained in

the Bible will lift to a superior condition

all who observe them; they will impart

to them knowledge, wisdom, charity, fill

them with compassion and cause them

to feel after the wants of those who are

in distress, or in painful or degraded cir-

cumstances. They who observe the pre-

cepts contained in the Scriptures will be

just and true, and virtuous and peace-

able at home and abroad. Follow out

the doctrines of the Bible and men will

make splendid husbands, women excel-

lent wives, and children will be obedi-

ent; they will make families happy and

the nations wealthy and happy and lifted

up above the things of this life. Can

any see any harm in all this? "Oh, but

you Mormons are such a strange people.

It is true that we have found things in

Utah different from what we expected,

but still you people are so strange!" Why,

what did you expect? Did you expect

to see men and women with fins like

fishes? We are right from your country—

from England, France, Germany, Mas-

sachusetts, Maine, NewHampshire, Ver-

mont, New York, from the South, from

every State in the Union; what did you

expect to see? We lived with you, went to


