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school and to meeting with you; but still

the saying is, "Oh, the Mormons are a

strange people." It is true that we are;

but in what does our peculiarity consist?

We do not believe in litigation, quarrel-

ing, or in having contention with each

other. We take the low and degraded

and lift them up. If it would be any

satisfaction to any man in the world to

know what advantages President Young

has had, I will say that I used to have

the privilege of cutting down the hem-

lock, beech and maple trees with my fa-

ther and my brothers: and then rolling

them together, burning the logs, splitting

the rails, and fencing the little fields. I

wonder if any of you ever did this? You

who came from England, or from the rich

prairies of Illinois or Missouri never did.

Well, this was my education. "Did you

not go to school?" Yes; I went eleven days,

that was the extent of my schooling.

Now, if we can take the low and de-

graded and elevate them in their feel-

ings, language and manners; if we can

impart to them the sciences that are in

the world, teach them all that books con-

tain, and in addition to all this, teach

them principles that are eternal, and cal-

culated to make them a beautiful com-

munity, lovely in their appearance, intel-

ligent in every sense of the word, would

you not say that our system is praisewor-

thy and possesses great merit? Well, this

is all in that book called the Bible, and

the faithful observance of the principles

taught in that book will do this for any

family or nation on the earth.

We are not anxious to obtain gold;

if we can obtain it by raising pota-

toes and wheat, all right. "Can't

you make yourselves rich by specu-

lating?" We do not wish to. "Can't

you make yourselves rich by going to

the gold mines?" We are right in the

midst of them. "Why don't you dig the

gold from the earth?" Because it demor-

alizes any community or nation on the

earth to give them gold and silver to

their hearts' content; it will ruin any na-

tion. But give them iron and coal, good

hard work, plenty to eat, good schools

and good doctrine, and it will make them

a healthy, wealthy and happy people.

This is the great mystery with regard

to the Latter-day Saints. We have got a

code of laws that the Lord Almighty has

left on record in the book called the Old

and New Testaments. This same code is

contained in the Book of Mormon, also

in another book we have, called the Book

of Doctrine and Covenants. These doc-

trines are taught in all these books, and

taught alike.

Now then, does the voice of the Lord,

as heard from the heavens, ever teach

men and women to do wrong? Never.

You see a man or woman, in any com-

munity, no matter where they are or who

they are, that is inclined to do a wrong

act to themselves or anybody else, and

they profess to do that under a religious

influence, and you may know that their

ideas of religion are false. Ladies and

gentlemen, write that down. His religion

is false who does not have love to God

and to his fellow creatures; who does not

cherish holiness of heart, purity of life,

and sanctification, that he may be pre-

pared to enter again into the presence of

the Father and the Son.

The question was asked a great many

times of Joseph Smith, by gentlemen

who came to see him and his people,

"How is it that you can control your

people so easily? It appears that they

do nothing but what you say; how is

it that you can govern them so eas-

ily?" Said he, "I do not govern them at

all. The Lord has revealed certain prin-


