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Being requested to make a few re-

marks to the Saints at the present time,

I have risen with cheerfulness to add

my testimony to what has been said,

and to speak a few words more in rela-

tion to the Church and kingdom of God,

and the Gospel of Jesus Christ His Son.

I rejoice in the opportunity of meeting

with the Saints and seeing their friendly

faces, which beam as though their hearts

felt glad to associate together—to com-

mune one with another, and to hear what

the Lord may say through His servants

who may be called upon to address you.

Brethren and sisters, the feelings of my

heart are—The Lord bless you, and pour

His Spirit upon you and upon all His

Saints everywhere.

I have listened with interest to the re-

marks that have been made. I rejoice in

anything that goes to advance the cause

of Zion; and I know of no one thing more

potent to that effect than our living by

every word that proceedeth out of the

mouth of God. And I apprehend that,

if the Saints will listen to the words of

counsel and unto the commandments of

God, no very serious inroads will ever

be made upon us, either by contestants

for the supremacy in this kingdom, or by

Congress itself. These are my feelings.

I became connected with the Church

of God on the 31st day of October

1831. I do not know how many

there are now living that can date

their connection with the Church to an

earlier period than this. There is one,

and perhaps there are two, that I know

of, I know of no more; still, I cannot say

in relation to this. Now, if I had only im-

proved upon the time that has been al-

lotted to me, and gained the experience I

might have gained, perhaps I would have

been further in advance than I am at the

present time. But I am not discouraged;

I have no feelings to linger or flag, but

feel to persevere and to do all I can for

the building up of the Zion of our God.

I apprehend, brethren and sisters,

that there are faithful witnesses in

this Church who have lived with the

Prophet—who have traveled with him,

who have eaten with him, who have slept

with him, who have preached and prayed

with him, and have been as familiar with

him as a child ever was with his father.

There are, I say, witnesses that lived co-

temporary with him, who will continue

to live and be able to bear a faithful

testimony to the truth, until the king-

dom can take care of itself, or God will

take care of it. I tell you that light will

come upon you pretty soon—the glorious

light of heaven. Be patient, enduring—

the sun will rise and darkness will flee

away. By and by, true to the word of

promise, the sun does rise, and dark-

ness flees away; and the sun ascends

to the meridian, and his rays illuminate

the whole face of nature. You can then


