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see, you can then appreciate the word of

promise. Would it be any satisfaction to

you if I were to continue and tell you that

the sun does shine? It shines in the face

of you all. You have no need of my testi-

mony, you have no need of my assurance.

It displays its light to all the world, and

you behold it, and no one could convince

you that the sun does not shine.

So let me say here, that there are

faithful witnesses, who will testify to

the truth, that lived contemporary with

Joseph, the martyred prophet; and they

will continue to live and testify till this

kingdom can take care of itself. What do

you mean by the kingdom taking care of

itself? I mean that the veil which is now

cast over the world will be rent asunder,

and every eye will see and every heart

feel. Then the kingdom can take care of

itself, and have no need of witnesses to

prove that the sun shines. Well, then, if

the veil of the covering which has caused

so great darkness is rent in twain, and

the whole people, as it were, see as they

are seen and know as they are known,

have they any particular use for the tes-

timony of a feeble mortal, that the power

of God, in streams of light from on high,

is being poured down upon the children

of God on earth? Why it is a character of

evidence beyond the feeble voice of mor-

tals.

I apprehend that, so long as these

witnesses remain, it will be a pretty

hard matter for Congress or for apos-

tates to make many inroads upon the

truth, while the servants of the Most

High, inspired by the Spirit of God, stand

like a flaming sword to guard the way of

the Tree of Life.

I will tell you, brethren and sis-

ters, the Apostleship is of some im-

portance to the Saints of God; but I

will say, furthermore, that it is very

satisfactory to me when I call to mind the

remarks of the Prophet Joseph Smith. I

will give you my testimony. In one par-

ticular place, in the presence of about

sixty men, he said, "My work is about

done; I am going to step aside awhile.

I am going to rest from my labors; for I

have borne the burden and heat of the

day, and now I am going to step aside

and rest a little. And I roll the burden

off my shoulders on the shoulders of the

Twelve Apostles. Now," said he, "round

up your shoulders and bear off this king-

dom." Has he ever said this to anyone

else? I do not know; I do not care. It is

enough for me to know that he said it to

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. And

since that time we have endeavored to do

our duty and perform the work that was

given us to do.

We did not consider, at the time he

bore this testimony, that he was going

to die or be taken from us; but we con-

sidered that as he had been borne down

with excessive labors, by day and night,

he was going to retire to rest and re-

gain his health, and we should act un-

der his direction and bear the responsi-

bility of the work. But when the fatal

news came to us, in the Eastern States,

that he, with his brother Hyrum, had

been massacred in Carthage jail, I will

tell you it brought his words home to our

minds, and we could then realize that

he had spoken in sober earnest; and the

twelve men upon whom he had conferred

this power, then stepped forth and took

their position. When the Twelve, united

heart and soul, stepped forth, everything

yielded before them.

Well, now, I will give it as the

feelings of my heart—and if I am

wrong, I can be corrected right here—

that no one need be curious or anx-

ious as to who is going to lead


