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commanded them, and He pronounced

a curse, to which all the people had to

say amen, if they did not fulfill the com-

mandment.

Coming down to the days of the

prophets we find that they were

polygamists; also to the days of the kings

of Israel, whom God appointed Himself,

and approbated and blessed. This was

especially the case with one of them,

named David, who, the Lord said, was

a man after His own heart. David was

called when yet a youth to reign over

the whole twelve tribes of Israel; but

Saul, the reigning king of Israel, perse-

cuted him, and sought to take away his

life. David fled from city to city through-

out all the coasts of Judea in order to

get beyond the reach of the relentless

persecutions of Saul. While thus flee-

ing, the Lord was with him, hearing his

prayers, answering his petitions, giving

him line upon line, precept upon precept;

permitting him to look into the Urim

and Thummim and receive revelations,

which enabled him to escape from his

enemies.

In addition to all these blessings that

God bestowed upon him in his youth, be-

fore he was exalted to the throne, the

Lord gave him eight wives; and after ex-

alting him to the throne, instead of de-

nouncing him for having many wives,

and pronouncing him worthy of fourteen

or twenty-one years of imprisonment,

the Lord was with His servant David,

and, thinking he had not wives enough

He gave to him all the wives of his mas-

ter Saul, in addition to the eight he had

previously given him. Was the Lord to be

considered a criminal, and worthy of be-

ing tried in a court of justice and sent to

prison for thus increasing the polygamic

relations of David? No, certainly not;

it was in accordance with His own righ-

teous laws, and He was with His servant,

David the King, and blessed him. By and

by, when David transgressed, not in tak-

ing other wives, but in taking the wife

of another man, the anger of the Lord

was kindled against him and He chas-

tened him and took away all the bless-

ings He had given him. All the wives

David had received from the hand of God

were taken from him. Why? Because he

had committed adultery. Here then is a

great distinction between adultery and

plurality of wives. One brings honor and

blessing to those who engage in it, the

other degradation and death.

After David had repented with all

his heart of his crime with the wife of

Uriah, he, notwithstanding the number

of wives he had previously taken, took

Bathsheba legally, and by that legal mar-

riage Solomon was born; the child born of

her unto David, begotten illegally, being

a bastard, displeased the Lord and He

struck it with death; but with Solomon,

a legal issue from the same woman, the

Lord was so pleased that He ordained

Solomon and set him on the throne of his

father David. This shows the difference

between the two classes of posterity, the

one begotten illegally, the other in the or-

der of marriage. If Solomon had been a

bastard, as this pious generation would

have us suppose, instead of being blessed

of the Lord and raised to the throne of

his father, he would have been banished

from the congregation of Israel and his

seed after him for ten generations. But,

notwithstanding that he was so highly

blessed and honored of the Lord, there

was room for him to transgress and fall,

and in the end he did so. For a long time

the Lord blessed Solomon, but eventu-

ally he violated that law which the Lord

had given forbidding Israel to take wives

from the idolatrous nations, and some of


