
hundredfold in this life with persecution, 
and eternal life in the world to come.

A very similar blessing to that which 
God, long before, had made to Abraham, 
and couched in very similar terms.

It is pertinent for us to inquire, on 
the present occasion, how the promises 
made by Jesus and his Father, in ages of 
the world separated by a long interval the 
one from the other, could be realized un-
der the system which prevails throughout 
Christendom at the present day? In the 
monogamic system, under which the pos-
session of more than one living wife is 
regarded as such a crime, and as being so 
fearfully immoral, how could the prom-
ise of the Savior to his faithful followers, 
that they should have a hundred-fold of 
wives and children, in this present life, 
ever be realized? There is a way which God 
has provided in a revelation given to this 
Church, in which He says:

“Strait is the gate, and narrow the way 
that leadeth unto the exaltation and con-
tinuation of the lives, and few there be that 
find it, because ye receive me not in the 
world neither do ye know me.”

God revealed that strait and narrow way 
to Abraham, and taught him how he could 
enter therein. He taught him the principle 
of plurality of wives; Abraham practiced it 
and bequeathed it to his children as a prin-
ciple which they were to practice. Under 
such a system it was a comparatively easy 
matter for men to have a hundredfold of 
wives, children, fathers, mothers, brothers, 
sisters, and everything else in proportion; 
and in no other way could the promises of 
Jesus be realized by his followers, than in 
the way God has provided, and which He 
has revealed to His Church and people in 
these latter days.

I have felt led to dwell upon these few 
passages from the sayings of Jesus to show 
you that there are abundance of Scriptural 
proofs in favor of this principle and the 
position this Church has assumed, in addi-
tion to those previously referred to.

It is a blessed thing to know that, in 
this as every other doctrine and principle 
taught by us as a Church, we are sustained 
by the revelations God gave to His people 
anciently. One of the strongest supports 
the Elders of this Church have had, in their 
labors among the nations, was the knowl-
edge that the Bible and New Testament 
sustained every principle they advanced 
to the people. When they preached faith, 
repentance, baptism for the remission of 
sins, the laying on of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, the gathering of 
the people from the nations, the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem, the second coming of Christ, 
and every other principle ever touched 
upon by them, it was gratifying to know 
that they were sustained by the Scriptures, 
and that they could turn to chapter and 
verse among the sayings of Jesus and his 
Apostles, or among those of the ancient 
prophets, in confirmation of every doctrine 
they ever attempted to bring to the atten-
tion of those to whom they ministered. 
There is nothing with which the Latter-day 
Saints can, with more confidence, refer to 
the Scriptures for confirmation and sup-
port, than the doctrine of plural marriage, 
which at the present time, among one of 
the most wicked, adulterous, and corrupt 
generations the world has ever seen, is so 
much hated, and for which mankind gen-
erally are so anxious to cast out and perse-
cute the Latter-day Saints.

If we look abroad and peruse the  
records of everyday life throughout  
the whole of Christendom, we find
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