CELESTIAL MARRIAGE

who shrink from this, who feel their hearts
rebel against the principle, because of the
equality which it bestows on the sex. They
would like to be the honored few—the
aristocrats of society, as it were, while their
sisters might perish on every hand around
them. They would not, if they could, ex-
tend their hands to save their sisters from
a life of degradation. This is wrong and a
thing which God is displeased at. He has
revealed this principle and commanded
His servants to take wives. What for? That
they may obey His great command—a
command by which Eternity is peopled, a
command by which Abraham’s seed shall
become as the stars of heaven for multi-
tude, and as the sand on the seashore, that
cannot be counted. He has given to us this
command, and shall we, the sterner sex,
submit to all the difficulties and trials en-
tailed in carrying it out? Shall we submit
to all the afflictions and labor incident to
this life to save our sisters, while many of
you who are of the same sex, whose hearts
ought to beat for their salvation as strongly
as ours do, will not help us? I leave you
all to answer. There is a day of reckoning
coming when you will be held accountable
as well as we. Every woman in this Church
should join heart and hand in this great
work, which has for its result the redemp-
tion of the sexes, both male and female. No
woman should slacken her hand or with-
hold her influence, but every one should
seek by prayer and faith unto God for the
strength and grace necessary to enable her
to do so. “But,” says one, “is not this a trial,
and does it not inflict upon us unnecessary
trials?” There are afflictions and trials con-
nected with this principle. It is necessary
there should be. Is there any law that God
reveals unattended with a trial of some
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kind? Think of the time, you who are
adults, and were born in the nations, when
you joined the Church! Think of the tri-
als connected with your espousal of the
Gospel. Did it not try you to go forth
and be baptized? Did it not try you, when
called upon to gather, to leave your homes
and nearest and dearest friends, as many
of you have done? Did it not try you to
do a great many things you have been re-
quired to do in the Gospel? Every law of
the Gospel has a trial connected with it,
and the higher the law the greater the trial;
and as we ascend nearer and nearer to the
Lord our God we shall have greater trials
to contend with in purifying ourselves be-
fore Him. He has helped us thus far. He
has helped us to conquer our selfish feel-
ings, and when our sisters seek unto Him
He helps them to overcome their feelings;
He gives them strength to overcome their
selfishness and jealousy. There is not a
woman under the sound of my voice to-
day, but can bear witness of this, if she
has tried it. You, sisters, whose husbands
have taken other wives, can you not bear
testimony that the principle has purified
your hearts, made you less selfish, brought
you nearer to God and given you power
you never had before? There are hundreds
within the sound of my voice today, both
men and women, who can testify that this
has been the effect that the practice of this
principle has had upon them.

I am speaking now of what are called
the spiritual benefits arising from the
righteous practice of this principle. I am
sure that, through the practice of this
principle, we shall have a purer commu-
nity, a community more experienced,
less selfish, and with a higher knowledge
of human nature than any other on the
face of the earth. It has already had this
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