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seek for and cultivate it. We inherit

His attributes; we can, by taking the

proper course, inherit the Priesthood by

which He exercises control; by which

the heavenly orbs in the immensity of

space are governed, and by which the

earth revolves in its seasons. It is the

holy Priesthood that controls all the cre-

ations of the Gods, and though men fight

against it, and, if they could, would blot

it out of existence, it will prevail and go

on increasing in power and strength un-

til the scepter of Jesus is acknowledged

by all, and the earth is redeemed and

sanctified.

That this may be brought about

speedily, is my prayer in the name of Je-

sus, Amen.
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I realize that it is quite a trial for

young men, who have just started in the

life of the Gospel, to speak to an au-

dience, either large or small. In my

observation and experience I have no-

ticed that most speakers are timid at

the sound of their own voices. If it

were prudent and wisdom we would not

ask our young brethren to speak when

they return home, but would let them

pass along and gratify their own feel-

ings, without speaking to the congrega-

tions of the Saints. This timidity, ex-

perienced on rising to address their fel-

low creatures, is in all, with very few

exceptions. I think I have seen a few

men in my life that I suppose never were

troubled or felt that trembling, fearful-

ness, timidity, bashfulness or any hesi-

tancy whatever to get up and say what

they had a mind to; but such persons

are very rare. I do not know whether

I ever saw a female of this character

or not, but I think I have seen a few

men. As far as I am concerned, although

I have addressed congregations so many

times, I have scarcely ever felt free from

this timidity when rising for that pur-

pose. When I view the faces of my fel-

low creatures I behold an embodiment

of intelligence before which my nature,

according to this life, shrinks; and this

is the case with most speakers. Still,

in my experience, when it has been my

duty to declare the Gospel of the Son

of God to the children of men, I have

found that the Lord has strengthened

me; He has given me His Holy Spirit,

and when enjoying it while talking to

the people fear or timidity soon disap-

peared. This is the experience of my

younger days; and this is the case with

our young Elders. When they rise they

feel this timidity of which I have been

speaking, but if they enjoy the Spirit


