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here, building the bridges and making

the roads across the prairies, mountains

and canyons! We came here penniless in

old wagons, our friends back telling us

to "take all the provisions you can, for

you can get no more! Take all the fur-

niture you can, for you can get no more!

Take all the seed grain you can, for you

can get none there! Take all the farm-

ing implements you can, for you can get

none there!" We did this, and in addition

to all this we have gathered all the poor

we could, and the Lord has planted us in

these valleys, promising that He would

hide us up for a little season until His

wrath and indignation passed over the

nations. Will we trust in the Lord? Yes.

What have we been doing here? You

can see for yourselves that we have been

laboring with our hands. We have had

no time to find fault with our neighbors

or to do them injury, or to do anything

else only to make ourselves comfortable,

and to prepare as fast as possible for the

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. See the

settlements that have been built up by

the penniless, those who had not cloth-

ing to last them three months when they

came, and some of whom did not bring a

month's provision with them, and did not

know that they could raise a thing, only

by faith. Yet we came and we have lived

and prospered, and here we are. What

fault should be found with us? "Oh, you

have done so many evil things!" What

evils have we done? I am at the defiance

of earth and hell to put a finger on the

place or time that a false doctrine was

taught to anyone, a wrong taught to any-

one, or when evil was justified in anyone,

all the liars and all the lies on earth and

in hell to the contrary notwithstanding.

We believe the Gospel and in

Jesus; is there crime in it? No, there is

not; and if the inhabitants of the earth

are not disposed to receive the Gospel,

they have the liberty to reject it. If men

come into this Church and are disposed

to apostatize, they have the privilege to

do so. Every intelligent being has the

right to choose for himself whether he

will have the man Christ Jesus or Sa-

tan to rule over him. He will certainly

have one or the other! Just as sure as he

is a living being, the Lord Almighty will

be his leader, dictator, director and coun-

selor, or the devil will. We cannot live

without them. We were brought here;

we did not bring ourselves. We were cre-

ated, formed, fashioned and made inde-

pendent of ourselves. We are under this

law and we cannot get from under it. But

the Lord has given us intelligence, and

He has set before us life and death, and

has said, "Choose ye this day whom ye

will serve." Which shall we take? I will

take the Lord Jesus every time. Why?

Because his doctrine is so pure and holy.

I love it, because in it there is life; be-

cause it will endure; while all error,

falsehood, lies and liars will be cast into

hell; and when they shall be utterly de-

stroyed and wasted away, truth will live

and it will endure forever. I think I will

hold to it. Had not we better all do so? Do

you not think that the Latter-day Saints

had better keep their religion and hold

on to the faith of the holy Gospel? I say

to the Latter-day Saints, it is far bet-

ter for you to retain your characters as

Saints than to let them go. I do not care

where you go, if it be among the most

wicked band of men on earth, they will

respect you more if you retain your char-

acters as Saints than they would if they

could say to you, "You have been preach-

ing this doctrine that we call false for


