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The Scriptures inform us "that no

man knows the things of God, but by

the Spirit of God;" and then no man can

speak the things of God unless aided by

the Spirit of the Lord; and no people can

comprehend the things spoken unless in-

spired and guided by the same Spirit.

We need this Spirit continually and so

do all mankind, to guide us, to enable us

to comprehend the laws of life, to regu-

late and concentrate our thoughts, to el-

evate and ennoble our feelings, to give

force and vitality to our actions, and to

place us in a position before God, before

men, and before the holy angels, that

will be right, acceptable and proper to

all true intelligence, to the angelic host,

and to our heavenly Father. It matters

very little what we are engaged in, it

is impossible for us to do right without

the guidance of the Almighty; but aided

and directed by the Spirit of the Lord,

we can act in consonance with the dig-

nity of our high position as immortal be-

ings possessing the holy Priesthood, and

participating in the new and everlast-

ing covenant; by the aid of that unerring

Spirit we can fulfil the measure of our

creation and prepare ourselves for an in-

heritance in the celestial kingdom of our

God.

We are told "that the world by

wisdom knows not God;" yet they

do comprehend a great many things,

and because of the spread of general

intelligence and the great progress of sci-

ence, literature and the arts, they be-

lieve they can find out God. Like the

framers of Babel's Tower, they seek to

penetrate the heavens on natural prin-

ciples. Like them they are mistaken, as

all men have been who have sought to

solve the problem of life through the in-

fluence of human wisdom. No man ever

did understand God on this principle;

neither can they by mortal agency alone

understand the principles of life and sal-

vation. No man in the present gener-

ation comprehends them on this princi-

ple; neither will human wisdom enable

any man who ever will live to under-

stand them. It is true that mankind,

within a short time, have made great ad-

vances in the arts and sciences. Dur-

ing the last half century scientific re-

search has made many wonderful devel-

opments; and many things which, before

that time, were unknown to the human

family, are now quite familiar. There was

very little known of the application of

the power of steam half a century ago.

I remember, very well, the first steam-

boat and locomotive that were propelled

by steam, and riding on the first rail-

way. Before that, locomotion had to de-

pend upon the winds and tides and horse

power and a few other agencies. These

are now supplanted by what all will ac-

knowledge as a very superior agent—

namely, the power of steam.


