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different nations. We, as Latter-day Saints,
are indebted to the revelations of God, giv-
en unto Joseph Smith, for the knowledge
of the very first principles of the doctrine of
Christ, and he could not have known it un-
less it had been revealed to him. One thing
I did know of myself before I came into this
Church, and that is more than a great many
know of themselves—namely, that I was
a fool, and did not know anything unless
God revealed it. It takes a great deal of ham-
mering to get that into some men’s minds.
The main questions in my mind, when this
Gospel came, were, “Is this true?” “Is this
from God, or is it not?” “Has God, indeed,
spoken as this man says He has?” If He has
not, it is all a fiction, a farce and delusion,
like the other “isms” that exist in the world;
if He has, it is for me to obey, no matter
what the consequences may be.

There is one thing that has always been
satisfactory to my mind in relation to this
Gospel—there has never been one prin-
ciple revealed, at any time, but what has
been instructive and in accordance with
the Scriptures, which we consider to be
of divine origin. Never one principle but
what could be substantiated by the word
of God, although we did not know it be-
fore, and the world does not know it
now. And I may also say that there has
never been a principle revealed but what
has been strictly philosophical and is in
accordance with good, sound common
sense; and, furthermore, I will go on be-
yond that and say that no principle ever
will be revealed but what will be in ac-
cordance with philosophy, if we can com-
prehend it. As there is a philosophy of the
earth and a philosophy of the heavens, it
needs heavenly instruction to comprehend
the heavenly things. But, as I said be-
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fore, “no man knows the things of God,
but by the Spirit of God.” The Scriptures
show unto us how we may obtain that
Spirit, which will give us a knowledge for
ourselves.

When this Gospel was revealed, it was
declared unto us that it was an everlasting
Gospel, that there was a Priesthood associ-
ated with it, and that that Priesthood was
everlasting; so we were presented with an
everlasting Priesthood, and with an everlast-
ing Gospel. There was also an everlasting
covenant associated with it. We were told
how we might obtain a knowledge of this
Gospel for ourselves—the promise being
that if we would repent of our sins and be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of them, by one having authority,
we should receive the Holy Ghost. We were
also told that Holy Ghost would place us
in communication with God; that it would
take of the things of God and show them
unto us, and that we should know for a cer-
tainty, each of us for ourselves, of the truths
that had been proclaimed unto us.

This was the position that we were
placed in. We went forward and obeyed
it, for we were told that God had revealed
Himself from the heavens, that He had re-
stored the Gospel by the means of a holy
angel, as referred to by John the Revelator,
and that He had restored, by authority di-
rect from heaven, communication between
Himself, the heavenly world and His crea-
tures here. We were told that by obedi-
ence to that Gospel we should be made
the recipients of a Spirit which would
bring things past to our remembrance, that
would lead us into all truth and show us
things to come.

Believing in this message, this vast
crowd of people before me today,
went forth and bowed in obedience,
and they received that Spirit, and
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