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read in the sayings of the prophets, given

under the inspiration of the Almighty,

that "the dead, small and great, shall

rise, and that bone shall be joined to

its bone, sinew to sinew, and they be-

came a living army before God." I knew

a man, whom many of you knew, who

built a tomb for himself in the city of

Nauvoo. His name was Joseph Smith,

and many of you heard him say what

I shall now relate. Said he, "I expect

when the time of the resurrection comes

to rise up in my tomb there, and strike

hands with my brethren, with my father

and with my mother, and hail the day

when we shall burst from the barriers

of the tomb and awake to immortal life."

Have you never heard him talk thus? I

have. Shall we reject from our belief the

glorious principles of eternity—the res-

urrection of the just? Says John, when

wrapt in prophetic vision, and clothed

upon with the Spirit and power of God

and the revelations of Jehovah, "I saw

the dead, small and great, stand before

God; and the sea gave up the dead which

were in it; and death and hell delivered

up the dead which were in them, and all

nations stood before God."

I want a part in the resurrection. The

angel said, "Blessed and holy is he who

has part in the first resurrection." I want

to have part in the first resurrection. It

is that which leads me to hope. It is

that hope which buoys me up under dif-

ficulties and sustains me while passing

through tribulation, for I know as well

as Job knew that my "Redeemer lives,

and that He shall stand in the latter day

upon the earth," and I know that I shall

stand upon it with him. I therefore bear

this testimony.

Allow me to quote a little Scrip-

ture. You know that there is a

saying, by one of the Apostles, that

Jesus was a priest forever after the or-

der of Melchizedek; and speaking further

of this Melchizedek, the Apostle says

he was "without father, without mother,

without descent, having neither begin-

ning of days nor end of years." A very sin-

gular sort of man, was he not? Did you

ever see a man like that? We are told

that Jesus was a priest forever after the

order of Melchizedek. Now, there never

was a man without father or mother,

but this refers to his Priesthood, that

was without beginning of days or end of

years, and Jesus had the same kind of

Priesthood that Melchizedek had.

Now we talk about the everlasting

Gospel, and we will go back to some

of these dark ages referred to. The

Melchizedek Priesthood holds the mys-

teries of the revelations of God. Wher-

ever that Priesthood exists, there also

exists a knowledge of the laws of God;

and wherever the Gospel has existed,

there has always been revelation; and

where there has been no revelation,

there never has been the true Gospel.

Let us go back to those times. We

find that the Gospel was preached unto

Abraham, and that Melchizedek was the

man to whom Abraham paid tithes, and

that Melchizedek blessed him. Paul

tells us, "Verily the less is blessed

of the better." Now Abraham had the

Gospel, and Melchizedek had it, and

the law was added because of trans-

gression; and by and by, when Jesus

came, He was a priest forever after the

order of Melchizedek, and he restored

the Gospel, and consequently revela-

tions, the opening of the heavens and

the manifestation of the power of God;

and whenever the Gospel has existed,

in any age of the world, these same

manifestations have existed with it; and

whenever these have not been upon the

earth, there has been no Gospel. The


