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Brother George A. Smith has been re-

lating to us something about the history

and belief of some of his forefathers, and

others; one believed one thing and an-

other. It was with them, as it was in

the days of the Apostles—some were for

Paul, some for Apollos, some for Cephas

and some for Christ. To me it is more

rational for an intelligent being to em-

brace truth, than it is to mix up a lit-

tle truth with a great deal of error, or

to embrace all error and undertake to

follow a phantom. Have you embraced

truth, Latter-day Saints? Have you any-

thing different from other Christians?

Yes. What have you got? You have got

a Father in heaven, a system of religion,

a plan of salvation, with doctrines and

ordinances. What are they? We read

them in the Bible, and the same things

again in the Book of Mormon, both of

which are precisely the same as the prin-

ciples contained in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants, each one corroborating

the other. It is written that out of the

mouths of two or three witnesses every

word shall be established, and here, in

the New Testament, we have the words

of the evangelists; in the Old Testament

the words of the prophets and patri-

archs; and again, the testimony of oth-

ers in the Book of Mormon; and last of

all, given in our own day, the testimony

of Joseph Smith in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants; all coinciding, and the

two latter corroborating, the fact that

the Bible, as far as it is correctly trans-

lated, is the word of God. The Bible

contains the word of God, the word of

Jesus, of angels, of good men, of those

tolerably good, of wicked men, and the

words of the devil, the enemy of all righ-

teousness, the enemy of Jesus, and the

enemy of this world, who is determined

that he will possess the earth and its

inhabitants; and in the main it is true;

and every item of doctrine taught by

the Latter-day Saints is to be found in

this book. Then, why should the Latter-

day Saints appear so obnoxious and dis-

agreeable to the world—fairly a hiss and

a by-word? What is the reason of this? Is

it because we can swear more and bet-

ter than others? No. Because we can

lie more and better than others? Well,

can you steal better than others? No; I

will defy you to do that. Are you better

gamblers? No. Do you intrude more on

your neighbors' rights than others? No.

Do you bear false witness more than oth-

ers? No. Can you revile the name of the

Savior more than others? No. Well then,

why are we considered so strange a peo-

ple? Simply because we believe in the

reality of the principles contained in the

word of God, and maintain that man, in

this day, needs and obtains direct revela-

tion from his Creator for his guidance.

Let us look now for a moment at what

is termed the "moral code," the ten com-

mandments revealed by the Lord to the

Jews, the House of Israel, for a law to

control their everyday walk and conduct.

Do the Latter-day Saints keep this? Yes.

Does that make them so very strange?

Why should it? Does that fact make

them a speckled bird in the communities

of the world? It should not. Then why

is it that we are so considered? We have

a Father; He is in heaven; He has told

us to call Him Father; He says that we

are His children. Now, excuse me every-

body that does not believe in the Bible,

or who is inclined not to believe in it, we

are so unwise, so shortsighted, so fool-

ish in our imagination that we believe

the Bible, we actually believe that God

the Father is our heavenly Father, that

we are His children; and we believe that


