
by those who profess to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ?

One says, “You believe in baptism by 
immersion, and we do not believe in it; 
you Latter-day Saints believe that a person 
should come to the years of accountability 
before he is baptized, but we believe in tak-
ing our infants and dipping our fingers, or 
in the priest dipping his fingers in the wa-
ter and touching the children’s foreheads 
and that they then become members of the 
living church and heirs of salvation.” But 
where do you find this in the Bible?

The method of administering the ordi-
nance of baptism is a much disputed point 
among the different sects of the religious 
world, the Baptists alone maintaining that 
immersion is absolutely necessary. Some 
are so liberal in their views on this subject 
that they will either sprinkle or immerse at 
the option of the candidate. None, howev-
er, regard it as necessary or efficacious for 
the remission of sins, but simply as a pro-
fession of faith. We, the Latter-day Saints, 
believe in being baptized by immersion 
for the remission of sins, according to the 
testimony of the disciples of Jesus and the 
revelations of the Lord given in these last 
days. Infants are pure, they have neither 
sorrow of heart, nor sins to repent of and 
forsake, and consequently are incapable of 
being baptized for the remission of sin. If 
we have sinned, we must know good from 
evil; an infant does not know this, it can-
not know it; it has not grown into the idea 
of contemplation of good and evil; it has 
not the capacity to listen to the parent 
or teacher or to the priest when they tell 
what is right or wrong or what is injuri-
ous; and until these things are understood 
a person cannot be held accountable and 
consequently cannot be baptized for the 
remission of sin.

“Well,” says the Christian, “If you re-
ally believe in being baptized by immer-
sion, I expect it is correct for you, and it 
will answer every purpose; but we think 
sprinkling will answer for us.” If, however, 
sprinkling infants be the correct method of 
administering the ordinance of baptism, 
we are safe even on Christian grounds, for 
all Christians will acknowledge that im-
mersion is as good. If, on the other hand, 
immersion, or being buried with Christ 
by baptism, be the only correct method of 
administering the ordinance, and it is, ac-
cording to the testimony of more than one 
of his disciples, our system will not avail 
those who have been sprinkled. But we are 
safe anyhow.

Again, with regard to faith in Jesus. 
Along comes a man and says, “It is all fol-
ly to have faith in the name of Jesus. It is 
true that Christ died for all, but it is folly 
for you to fret yourselves about keeping 
his commandments and observing the or-
dinances left on record in the Scriptures; 
Jesus will save all. He did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance, 
and if he came to save sinners do you not 
think he will accomplish the task?”

We, the Latter-day Saints, certainly be-
lieve that Christ will accomplish all that 
he undertook to do, but he never yet said 
he would save a sinner in his sins, but that 
he would save him from his sins. He has 
instituted laws and ordinances whereby 
this can be effected. But this gentleman 
says, “Christ will save all.” The Mormon 
Elder says that he will save all who come 
to him, all who hearken to his word and 
keep his commandments, and Jesus has 
said, “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments.” Now this character to which 
I have referred says he loves Jesus, but it
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