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is nonsense to keep his commandments;

but the "Mormon" says, "I love Jesus, and

in proof of it I keep his commandments."

Now, suppose the former is correct and

Christ will save all, whether they do

or do not keep his commandments, in

that case the "Mormons" are right again,

for they will all be saved; but suppose

that Jesus requires strict obedience to

his laws and ordinances and command-

ments, those who merely believe with-

out rendering obedience to his laws are

slightly incorrect, and, in the end, the

disadvantage will again be with them.

Now the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints believes every word of

truth believed in by the holy Catholic

Church—themother church of the Chris-

tian world; and then every truth believed

in by every Protestant reformer and re-

vivalist that has ever come out from the

mother church or from any of her chil-

dren; and having all this, we wish to

frame, fashion and build after the pat-

tern that God has revealed; and in doing

so we take all the laws, rules, ordinances

and regulations contained in the Scrip-

tures and practice them as far as possi-

ble, and then keep learning and improv-

ing until we can live by every word that

proceeds out of the mouth of God.

You may take the mother church of

the Christian world, the reformers, uni-

versalists, deists, atheists, spiritualists

and everybody else, and if any or all

of them are right, we are sure that we

are, for every particle of truth believed

in by any one of them, and all the truth

possessed by the whole of them com-

bined is believed in by the Latter-day

Saints; but if we are right, they will fail.

Now, who is on the safe ground? Who

is most likely to be deluded and to be

found wanting? Let the people decide.

There is not a word in these three

books, Bible, Book of Mormon and the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants, that I

have ever found yet, that has been de-

livered by the Lord to His servants, but

what, if it is lived up to, or practiced in

the life of an individual, it makes him

or her better in every sense of the word.

There is no code ever got up by the chil-

dren of men that would direct them so

purely in their lives as that contained in

these three books, and if the people of the

Christian world, or any portion of them,

were to throw away or set aside faith in

God and in Jesus Christ, and the various

ordinances of the Gospel as contained in

the Scriptures, and were to observe only

the moral code, and observe it strictly, it

would make them a better people than

any who now live on the face of the earth,

the Latter-day Saints excepted.

But what is the use of forsaking any

portion of the law of the Lord? It is

true that some portions of it, through

disuse or neglect, are now looked upon

as obsolete, just as it is with some laws

still remaining on the statute books of

the nations of the earth; but a law pos-

sesses neither more nor less intrinsic

merit on this account. The law once

passed in England inflicting a penalty

upon all who ate bread until it was

three days old, possesses no less merit

or virtue now that it is obsolete than in

the day when it was enacted. It was

gotten up many years ago because fresh

bread was considered injurious to the

stomach; but, although it is not enforced

now, I believe it has never been repealed.

Did my English brethren and sisters ob-

serve this law while they lived in Eng-

land? I think not; perhaps they did not

know anything about it. If, however,

that law was good when it was made,

it is good now, and there is no person


