
in that country who uses bread under that 
age but is liable to be prosecuted. So it is 
with regard to many laws under our own 
and other governments. They are found to 
be inapplicable to the situation and condi-
tion of the people, and hence they become 
obsolete. We may take the laws contained 
in the Old and New Testaments, and if 
they were good in the days of the Apostles, 
Prophets, and Patriarchs, why are they 
not good today? It is not because they are 
not good that they are passed over, but in 
some respects they are not as applicable to 
the feelings of the Christian world now as 
when they were given, because of the tradi-
tions of the fathers.

I know that the outside world say, “Oh, 
you Mormons, what a poor degraded 
people you are!” You know, one public lec-
turer says there is not a public school in all 
Utah. I can say that if there are no public 
schools there are plenty of private schools, 
and there are no people on the face of the 
earth that support as many children in pri-
vate schools as the people of Utah, accord-
ing to their numbers. Still the world de-
clare that we are degraded, miserable, and 
ignorant; and, “Oh, that horrid principle! 
Oh dear, it makes me blush!” Yes, it makes 
one think of a little circumstance that 
transpired with one of our Elders who went 
after machinery to Massachusetts. He went 
to inquire about machinery for a cotton 
factory, and the gentleman to whom he ap-
plied said, “Where are you from?” “Utah.” 
“O, you are out among the Mormons?” 
“Yes.” “Are you a Mormon?” “Yes.” “Well, 
I believe,” said the interrogator, “you,  
out there, believe in having more wives 
than one?” “Yes, that is true,” said the 
Elder. “Well,” said the gentleman, “I want 
you to come up and see my partner.” So

our brother was invited up to see the part-
ner of the gentleman who had questioned 
him so closely, in order to talk a little 
about the number of people here, and the 
improvements, etc. The first thing, on 
meeting the partner, was to pitch into the 
“Mormon” about how many wives he had, 
and he replied that “he had just enough 
to enable him to keep from troubling his 
neighbors’ wives.” The gentleman that 
took our Elder to this place had a family, 
but the gentleman whom they visited had 
not, and he was considered a great liber-
tine; and the one who had a family was de-
lighted with the answer made by the Elder, 
and said he to his partner, “I guess you 
are satisfied now, I wish you could say as 
much.” This is the way with the world—
“How many wives have you got?” and, 
“Oh, it is so wicked, it is so degrading!”

Well, I need not talk about this; but I 
will say that the principle of patriarchal 
marriage is one of the highest and purest 
ever revealed to the children of men. I do 
not say that it will not injure a great many. 
I heard brother Joseph Smith say a num-
ber of times, “There is no question but it 
will be the means of damning many of the 
Elders of Israel; it is nevertheless true and 
must be revealed; and the Lord designs 
that it shall be revealed and go forth, and 
that this people must receive the oracles of 
truth, and they must receive this holy or-
dinance, and that pertains to the celestial 
world; and they will retrograde if they do 
not embrace more of the celestial law than 
they have yet.”

I say, with regard to this principle, if it 
was good in the days of Abraham and of the 
Patriarchs and Prophets, or at any other pe-
riod of the world’s history, and the fact that 
the Lord commanded His servants anciently
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