
THE POWER OF TRADITION ON THE HUMAN MIND. 249

science, was opened by the surgeons,

when a petrified child was taken from

her. That was near Utica, in the state of

New York. How long did it take to bring

about this petrifaction? Certainly not

millions of years as some of the philoso-

phers talk about. All that can be said of

such things is that they are phenomena,

or freaks of nature, for which the knowl-

edge and science of man cannot account.

Since I parted company with Major

Powell I have heard another story, which

will furnish another problem for the ge-

ologists to solve. A short time since a

piece of petrified bacon was found on the

trail of Colonel Fremont, and there is no

question but it was left where found by

his party when exploring in the Rocky

Mountains. It is petrified, having be-

come perfect rock. We all know that it

is not half a million years since Colonel

Fremont and his party went through this

region of country. It is impossible for

man to tell the cause of certain freaks

of nature unless it is revealed to him

by divine wisdom, unless his eyes are

open to understand the invisible things

of God; for the ways of God and His deal-

ings are very different from the ways

and dealings of the children of men. Yet

there is nothing done only on the sci-

ence of true philosophy if we did but

understand the facts. If we cannot de-

fine the power by which these things

are done it is not our prerogative to

dispute the effects, for they are before

us. These and kindred topics give rise

to much speculation on the part of the

scientific; but it is for me to wait un-

til their causes are made known from

the proper source. It is very sure that

there is no such thing in existence as

a piece of wood being turned to stone

without the action of elements upon it;

and though we do not understand the

combination, nature, and action of those

elements, we can see their results.

A few words more with regard to

our traditions. We want he Latter-day

Saints to believe and practice every cor-

rect principle with regard to their re-

ligion, also with regard to their moral

lives. We know there are a great many

who depend upon a moral life for future

happiness and joy, believing that will

prove satisfactory. I can tell you that I

would rather have the practice of a good

moral religion without any faith at all

in a Supreme Being, than to have faith

in a Supreme Being without any moral

good action, and a life filled with vice,

sin and iniquity. That is my choice, I

will say that sin or evil is simply doing

that which injures some thing or being.

This is sin; but that that promotes life,

happiness, peace, joy and the well-being

of intelligence—no matter what the de-

gree is—that promotes happiness, builds

up, refines and makes better, is as good

religion as we can ask for. This is the

doctrine of the Son of God; but there are

thousands of these little intricate ques-

tions or ideas connected with salvation

which are mysteries to the human fam-

ily, which it would take a lifetime to

teach to them unless the revelations of

God were given to open up their minds at

once, that they might see things as they

do exist.

Let us train our minds, first to think

aright, believe aright, that the medi-

tations of our hearts may be correct,

for our actions will naturally correspond

with that that is in the heart. This,

my brethren and sisters, is our duty.

Train ourselves with regard to our faith.

Believe the Scriptures as they are. I

have met with a great many gentle-

men who refer to the dead languages for

the proper interpretation of the Scrip-


