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There are hundreds of Elders here

who have traveled through England,

Scotland, Wales, Germany, Switzerland,

Norway and elsewhere, who know very

well that the people were found in

most of those lands in circumstances

of slavery—bondage far worse than the

"blacks" in the South previous to their

liberation. There was nothing before

the people but the prospect of starva-

tion; and they were subject to the will

and caprice of their masters, and de-

pendent upon them for their labor and

daily bread; and when work was dull,

they had before them nothing but the

prospect of being turned from their em-

ployment and to have their only source of

obtaining food for themselves and fami-

lies entirely cut off. They did not own a

foot of land, a plough, an ox, a wagon, a

cow, a mule, a horse, in fact, nothing they

saw around them could they call their

own. They were, in short, entirely de-

pendent upon the will and disposition of

their employers for what they wanted,

and had to look to them for their only

means of gaining a living. Thousands

upon thousands of these people are now

located in various parts of this Territory,

in a far more prosperous and indepen-

dent condition than that in which they

lived while abroad among the nations.

Many of them are comparatively rich in

this world's goods. The command of the

Almighty to this people is to come out

of Babylon to a land where his Saints

may gather around them such things as

are necessary to the well-being of his

children. This is a greater work than

that performed by Moses, of redeem-

ing the children of Israel from Egyptian

bondage; yet it is done on the same prin-

ciple. The voice of God to Moses was

to deliver His people from their bondage

and he would be with him and assist

him. The command is now for the people

to be delivered from their bondage,

poverty and distress, and come to these

valleys of the mountains, where they can

sustain themselves.

There are many philanthropists who

admire the works that have been accom-

plished in this respect. They say, "The

'Mormons' have done a great deal more

than any religious society ever did or

even expected to do. They have increased

the population of the nation and have

extended their cities to the east, to the

west, to the north and to the south." But

it has been done by the command of the

Almighty, and that is where the trouble

lies. As for polygamy, our enemies would

not be so wrath about our practicing it,

so long as we did not do so in the name

of the Lord. But as these things are done

in His name, they are obnoxious in the

eyes of the world. The same state of

feeling existed in the days of Moses, the

same in the days when Jesus appeared

among the Jews. Had Moses presented

himself in the same way as Washing-

ton or William Tell, the deliverer of the

people of Switzerland from the yoke of

bondage under which they labored, or as

Wallace, the hero of Scotland—had he, I

say, appeared in his own name, and pre-

sented himself before the people as a per-

son of superior powers and ability, and

[not] claimed power greater than that he

possessed as a man, all would have been

well. But when he went before them in

the name of the Lord Almighty, he expe-

rienced some difficulty in performing the

work which had been assigned him.

We know well we differ very much

in our religious concerns from the

various denominations existing in the

world. An Elder goes in the name

of the Lord; he crosses the ocean,

calls into an individual's house and

says, "I am a missionary; I have


