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found there, so says the Elder of Israel,

telling them, as Moses did the children

of Israel, to go to the land that the Lord

God has appointed for the gathering of

His people.

There is a great difference between

the operations of the Latter-day Saints

and these of the Christian world. With

us there is no deception; nor indeed is

there any chance for any. People gather

here in thousands on the principle that

the Lord God has revealed, and they

have an opportunity of knowing that the

Almighty has spoken from the heavens.

They are not left to the mere statement

of anyone.

Jesus says that if any man will do the

will of God, he shall know His doctrine.

If he will repent of his sins and be im-

mersed in water, by the laying on of the

hands of these having authority, the gift

of the Holy Ghost shall be given to him

and he shall receive knowledge from God

in regard to the divine authenticity of

these ordinances. People are not left in

the dark, they have a chance to know for

themselves. They get this intelligence

and know what they are doing.

Will we do these things in the name

of the Lord God that sent us? This work

is the Almighty's, and it is His business

to sustain and support it. If, in keeping

the laws of God we do things that are not

quite so pleasant to the people around

us or the Government under which we

dwell, we cannot help it. We cannot act

save we do so in the name of the Lord.

When Nebuchadnezzar established a

certain edict, and that edict was contrary

to the revelations of the Almighty, it

was disagreeable to many persons whom

it concerned. There were three men,

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who

received a command from the Almighty

that they should not worship any other

God than the Lord God of Israel, that

they should worship no images. But

King Nebuchadnezzar set up an image

and commanded that every nation, kin-

dred and tongue, over whom he reigned,

should bow down and worship it, when

they heard the sound of the cornet, flute,

harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all

kinds of music.

It so happened that the King's edict

concerned, among others, the three men

who had received the revelation from the

Lord that they should not worship any

image. They were in a rather awkward

fix. Either they must set aside the com-

mand of Jehovah to worship no God but

Him, or, on the other hand, disobey the

mandate of the King. They knew if they

refused to comply with the wishes of so

mighty a man as Nebuchadnezzar, their

lives would not be of much value, un-

less they were preserved by the hand of

the God of Israel. But they feared not

the King and trusted in the arm of Je-

hovah to shield them from evil. Accord-

ingly, when the signal was given for the

people to fall down and worship the im-

age, these three men refused to do so;

and being observed, they were taken be-

fore the King, who was greatly enraged

at the idea that there could be found any-

one in all his dominions so fearless as to

refuse to comply with his wishes. When

they appeared before him he looked at

them in a fierce and savage manner

and said, "Is it true, O Shadrach, Me-

shach, and Abednego, do not ye serve

my gods, nor worship the golden image

which I have set up? Now if ye be ready

that at what time ye hear the sound of

the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery

and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye

fall down and worship the image which

I have made, well; but if ye worship

not, ye shall be cast the same hour


