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into the midst of a burning fiery furnace;

and who is that God that shall deliver

you out of my hands?"

I often admire the answer of those

men, placed as they were in such a per-

plexing position. A person might be

brought before the Emperor of France or

Russia and get along very well; but it

was something awful to come in collision

with a man like Nebuchadnezzar, whose

will was as the word of the Almighty,

and had never been disobeyed. When the

King had done speaking, they answered,

"O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful

to answer thee in this matter. If it be so,

our God whom we serve is able to deliver

us from the burning fiery furnace, and

He will deliver us out of thine hand, O

King. But if not, be it known unto thee, O

King, that we will not serve thy gods, nor

worship the golden image which thou

hast set up." Upon hearing this, the King

was extremely angry, and caused the fur-

nace to be heated seven times hotter

than usual, at the same time command-

ing the most mighty men of his army to

bind them and thrust them into the fur-

nace. After awhile, however, he discov-

ered he had made a grand mistake. He

had been deceived, and hastily calling

his counselors together, he demanded of

them whether only three men were cast

into the furnace. They answered, yes.

"Well," said he, "I see four there; and

one of them is like the Son of God." He

then sent forth another edict, that all

those who refused to worship the God

of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,

should be cut in pieces and their houses

should be made into dunghills.

Now, Nebuchadnezzar was hon-

est, but through ignorance he

was led to act in this way.

It would he very agreeable and pleas-

ant when we carry the words of life and

salvation to the various nations, if ev-

ery part and operation of the work of

God should be in perfect harmony with

the feelings of the people to whom it is

preached; if it is not so, we cannot help

it. We know this, that the Almighty has

given us power and authority to go forth

and gather the people from the nations

of the earth and establish them in the

land of Zion. But strip from this opera-

tion the supernatural part, and the peo-

ple of the world, members of Congress in-

cluded, would be pleased; and the Vice-

President would be proud of us. They

would say we were very patriotic. But

they do not like our doing these things

in the name of the Lord our God. They

are afraid that in getting power and in-

fluence, and uniting our interests as one

great people, we will do something by

and by.

Let us continue, brethren and sisters,

to work in the name of the Lord our God;

gathering wisdom and intelligence day

by day, that every circumstance which

transpires may minister to our good and

increase our faith and intelligence. If

we continue to work righteousness, be-

ing faithful to each other and to God,

no power will be able to overthrow us,

and as brother Hyde remarked, for ev-

ery stumbling block that our enemies

place in our way, to hinder and prevent

the work of God from moving forward,

two will be placed in the paths of those

who put one in ours. If we are faithful

and keep the commandments of God, His

works will continue to prosper until the

prophecies are fulfilled, and we become

a great, a glorious and a mighty people.

God bless you. Amen.


