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should be very much pleased if the sisters
would fill up other parts of the house first,
and we would like the brethren who seat
the congregation, to see that the seats gen-
erally occupied by strangers are held in re-
serve today until the meeting commences;
then, if those for whom they are reserved
do not come to fill them, they may be used
by the sisters. I hope this will be recollected
and observed.

As our brethren of the Twelve will ad-
dress us during the Conference, I feel like
giving them a few texts to preach upon
if they choose to do so. I should have no
objection to hear them discourse upon
union of action, or concentration of faith
and action, or, as some call it, cooperation.
That is one item. I would also like to hear
them give instruction with regard to our
traditions; instruction on this subject is
necessary all the time. We must overcome
them and adopt the rules laid down in rev-
elation for the guidance of man’s life here
on the earth. If any of our brethren feel
to speak upon this subject we should be
very pleased to hear them; if they are not
disposed to preach to the text, they may
preach from it, as most ministers do. I have
heard very few ministers preach to their
texts, they generally preach from them.

The education of our children is worthy
of our attention, and the instruction of the
Elders from this stand. It is a subject that
should be thoroughly impressed upon the
minds of parents and the rising generation;
and those who wish to preach from this
text may do so. And if they do not feel to
preach to the text, they may preach from it.

The subject of the building of the
Temple is a very good one for occu-
pying a portion of the time. The
ordinances of the House of God are
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for the salvation of the human family. We
are the only ones on the earth at the pres-
ent time, that we have any knowledge of,
who hold the keys of salvation committed
to the children of men from the heavens
by the Lord Almighty; and inasmuch as
there are those who hold these keys, it is
important that they should be acted upon
for the salvation of the human family. The
building of Temples, places in which the
ordinances of salvation are administered,
is necessary to carry out the plan of re-
demption, and it is a glorious subject upon
which to address the Saints.

The gathering of the House of Israel
is another text upon which the brethren
might address the Saints with profit. We
are in the midst of Israel; they are also scat-
tered among the nations of the earth. They
are mixed with all nations, especially the
tribe of Ephraim. These are to be gath-
ered out. We have Israel in our midst; we
live upon their land; we have communion
with them and we are under the necessity
of feeding and clothing them to a certain
extent, and to preserve peace with them at
present, until they come to a knowledge of
the truth. I mean the Lamanites, the ab-
origines of our country. They are of the
House of Israel.

Not least nor last, but one subject that
I would as soon hear treated upon in this
house as in any other place, is the union
of the sexes. We cannot go into any town
or little village in the Territory but we find
quite a large number of young people who
have arrived at a marriageable age and still
they remain single. But this can be ac-
counted for to some extent. The young
man says, ‘I dare not marry a wife, the
fashions and customs of the world prevail
among the ladies here to such a degree
that I should need a fortune to maintain
one.” The young lady says, “I don’t wish
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