268

Christ in the water; and come out of the
water as Christ came up out of the water,
when the Holy Ghost in the form of a
dove rested on His head, and a voice from
heaven was heard saying, “This is my be-
loved Son, hear ye him.” He will tell you
what to do, teach you correct doctrine. He
has no traditions to overcome, no prepos-
sessed notions taught by parents, binding
him to the sects that are now on the earth.
Hear ye Him! Have hands laid upon you
that you may receive the Holy Ghost.” The
Latter-day Saints say to the people, “Believe
in God the Father and in Jesus, the Son!
Believe in the gifts of the holy Gospel! They
are as ready to be bestowed upon His chil-
dren at this day as any other in the history
of the world. This is the time to believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ; this is the very time
that we should acknowledge him and be-
lieve in his ordinances and in the gifts and
graces that are promised to the children of
God. We are living in a Gospel age and dis-
pensation, we are living right in the day in
which, as the Apostles said on the Day of
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Pentecost, the promise is to you and to
your children and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall
call.” Has the Lord called upon the chil-
dren of men in this day? Yes, in the east
and the west, from the north to the south,
and in the uttermost parts of the earth.
He has called upon the inhabitants of the
earth to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Suppose this order of things had contin-
ued from the days of the ancient Apostles;
suppose there had been no backsliding, no
merchants to lift their heels because they
are getting rich, no apostates, and the suc-
cessors of the Apostles had received the
holy Priesthood and had gone to the utter-
most parts of the earth, where would have
been your paganism today? It would not
have been on the earth; infidelity would
not have been known. Children would
have been taught the ways of the Lord and
brought up in the way they should go, and
the whole world would have been full of
the knowledge of God, instead of being in

darkness as now!
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Short sermons are very frequently
interesting, if the speaker can say
what he wishes to say from the time
he commences to speak until the end.
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But most of us who are public
speakers labor under timidity, and
experience that lack of the governing
and controlling principle which pre-
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