
over all who will hearken to his coun-
sel. What a pity it would be, in the esti-
mation of the wicked and corrupt, if any 
man on the earth really did possess this 
power! Suppose that Napoleon, for in-
stance, was actually filled with the power 
of God to that degree that the whole 
people of France would love him as much 
as a child ever loved a parent, because 
they knew every word he uttered was full 
of wisdom and would produce health, 
wealth, joy and peace among all classes; 
would elevate the suffering poor—those 
in need and distress, fill them with knowl-
edge and wisdom and give them the good 
things of life, why, there would be a gen-
eral outcry against him, and he would be 
denounced because of the exercise of the 
“one-man power!” But let him be a dev-
il and rule with an iron rod, a tyrant’s 
hand, and take off heads every day by the 
score or hundred, and there would not 
be a word said against him! Let the good 
I have referred to be brought about, as 
it would be, under the rule and govern-
ment of Heaven, and the ruler would be 
called a tyrant. But this is the way to rule, 
no matter what the inhabitants and the 
wise men and philosophers of the earth 
may think; and the time will come when 
this earth will be revolutionized by these 
principles, and when through their influ-
ence war, dissension, hatred, malice, and 
persecution will cease among the children 
of men and when there will be a universal 
reign of peace and righteousness. Suppose 
we live to see it! We shall all be of one 
heart and one mind, shall we not? I will 
here ask, for my own satisfaction, what 
will you do, Mr. Politician, when there is 
no division at the polls, but when the cry 
will be, from one end of the earth to the 
other, “We want one man only, but the 
best that can be found for this office; this is

the only man we want?” Your occupation 
will be gone about that time. Will there be 
wars in those days? No, they will be done 
away. Any contentions then? No, all will be 
peace. Bickering and strife will have passed 
away, and a better spirit will have taken 
possession of the minds of the people, 
and they will be peaceful, joyous, kind 
and full of benevolence, and the general 
feeling will be, “Friend, what can I do for 
you? Brother, how can I do you good?” or, 
“Sister, can I add to your comfort, or make 
any addition to your joy and peace here on 
the earth?” You and I are looking for this 
day. Let me ask the poor miserable apos-
tate, the hater of God and righteousness, 
“Do you not think that will be one-man 
power?” I reckon it will. That is what lead-
ing men everywhere are after now, not only 
in this country, but in every other; they are 
all scrambling after it, and they are mad be-
cause they cannot get it.

I think I will take the liberty of relat-
ing a little circumstance which was related 
to me. Whether it is a fact or not I can-
not say. Some of our good government 
officers here inquired of a man from the 
Southern part of the Territory: “Do you 
know Brigham?” “Yes, I know him very 
well.” “Do you not know that he is try-
ing to influence the election?” “No, I nev-
er heard anything about it.” “Can’t you 
make oath that he has always guided and 
influenced the elections in this Territory?” 
The man said, “No, I am not well enough 
acquainted with him nor with politics 
to know anything about it.” I laughed 
heartily inside at the poor miserable fools 
when I heard this. Why, yes, I would gov-
ern and control the elections of the earth 
if I desired and could; certainly I would, 
and help yourselves the best way you
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