
but could only have instructed them to 
be contented and reconciled with their 
unhappy lot, and in no case must look 
for any new revelation or any miraculous 
interposition.

What philanthropists have wished to 
accomplish and have often attempted, the 
Lord is now doing upon a magnificent scale 
in this great American desert. Flourishing 
settlements, towns and cities are rapidly be-
ing built, extending over a distance of 500 
miles in length, hundreds of miles in width, 
through the untiring energy and persever-
ance of a people formerly totally ignorant 
of such labors. In these cities people live in 
harmony and peace, and robberies, grog 
shops, gambling hells, houses of ill fame, 
and prostitutes are not known in any of our 
numerous towns and cities, except in some 
instances where Christians, so-called, pos-
sess a footing and an influence; everywhere 
else this community flourishes without 
these demoralizing institutions. No one, 
however prejudiced he may be, can scarcely 
avoid acknowledging the palpable fact that 
this scheme of things has conferred marvel-
ous blessings upon thousands and tens of 
thousands in the way of putting them in 
possession of the means of sustaining them-
selves, after having delivered them from 
oppression and tyranny, little better than 
African slavery; and no doubt our legisla-
tors at Washington, one and all, would give 
us credit for our indefatigable and success-
ful labors in establishing an extensive and 
flourishing colony upon a portion of our 
government’s domain, formerly inhabited 
only by savages and wild beasts, provided 
we would allow this work was of man and 
not of God—that it had been accom-
plished through the artifice and wisdom of 
man, and not by the power, wisdom, and 
revelations of God.

Joseph Smith, whom God chose to

establish this work, was poor and unedu-
cated, and belonged to no popular de-
nomination of Christians. He was a mere 
boy, honest, full of integrity, unacquainted 
with the trickery, cunning and sophistry 
employed by the politicians and the reli-
gious hypocrite to accomplish their ends. 
Like Moses he felt incompetent and un-
qualified for the task, to stand forth as a 
religious reformer, in a position the most 
unpopular, to battle against opinions and 
creeds which have stood for ages, having 
had the sanction of men, the most pro-
found in theological obedience; but God 
had called him to deliver the poor and 
honest-hearted of all nations from their 
spiritual and temporal thralldom. And 
God promised him that whosoever should 
receive and obey his message, and whoso-
ever would receive baptism for remission 
of sins, with honesty of purpose, should re-
ceive divine manifestations, should receive 
the Holy Ghost, should receive the same 
Gospel and blessings as were promised and 
obtained through the Gospel, as preached 
by the ancient Apostles, and this message, 
this promise, was to be in force wherever 
and to whomsoever it should be carried by 
the Elders, God’s authorized messengers. 
So said Joseph Smith, the uneducated, the 
unsophisticated, the plain, simple, honest 
boy. It is through the virtue and force of 
this boy’s statement that I speak this after-
noon to assembled thousands. In the integ-
rity of my heart, with honesty of purpose to  
know the truth, I received this message; I 
obeyed this form of Gospel, and I received, 
in the most tangible and satisfactory  
manner, a divine manifestation, the prom-
ised blessing, a knowledge of this work. 
Am I the only witness? How is it with  
the experience of the thousands whom 
I now address? Are you also witnesses?
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