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If you are not, I ask you in the name of

common sense, why are you here? Why

did you leave your homes and countries,

giving your sanction to the truth of a sys-

tem which promised you divine manifes-

tations, but which you failed in experi-

encing? Being honest ourselves, if we

cannot bear a solemn testimony of hav-

ing received divine manifestations of the

great fact that God Himself has founded

this system of things, then it becomes a

serious fact that we are witnesses, and

in truth the only proper witnesses, that

this whole plan and pretension of Joseph

Smith is a sheer falsehood, a miserable

fabrication. It will be recollected that

this Gospel message proposed to give us

divine manifestations through doing cer-

tain specified acts; we have performed

those acts precisely in the manner indi-

cated. No one else but we ourselves has

attempted to conform to this arrange-

ment, consequently, no other people are

prepared to be witnesses either for or

against this system.

The Gospel, as recorded in the New

Testament, in its promises and provi-

sions, was precisely similar. It re-

quired certain specified acts to be done,

with promises that divine manifesta-

tions should follow their performance.

Jesus said: "He that will do the will

of God, shall know of the doctrine."

Peter said, on Pentecost day, "Repent

and be baptized for the remission of

sins, and you shall receive the gift of

the Holy Ghost." Again, Jesus said:

"These signs shall follow them that

believe," etc. A multitude of testi-

monies could be adduced from the New

Testament, showing that divine mani-

festations and perfect knowledge were

promised to and were actually received

in a specified and tangible form by

those who then obeyed the Gospel.

Those who obeyed its requirements were

the only competent witnesses for or

against its divine authenticity. Af-

ter honestly complying with its

requisitions—viz., repenting of and for-

saking their sins, being immersed in

water for the remission of sins, and re-

ceiving the ordinance of the laying on of

hands, then had they failed to receive the

Holy Ghost, with its gifts and promised

knowledge and attendant signs, they

would have seen that the entire apostolic

scheme of salvation rested on a baseless

fabric.

When this Gospel, or order of things

which we have received, was presented

to us, we carefully compared it with the

Gospel recorded in the Scriptures, and

found it alike precisely in every partic-

ular, as regarded its forms, ordinances

and the authority to administer them,

its promise of the Holy Ghost and of the

signs that should follow, together with

a promise of a knowledge of its divin-

ity. In many instances it was brought

to us by men with whose character we

were perfectly familiar, and for whose

honesty and integrity we could vouch,

who would solemnly state, in private and

in public, that through an obedience to

its requirements, they had obtained, in

a tangible form, a perfect knowledge of

its Heaven-born principles. This was

my experience, and after having com-

plied with its demands, and thereupon

received a knowledge of its genuineness,

and having obtained authority to preach

and administer its ordinances, I com-

menced forthwith to proclaim it to the

world; and no doubt there are persons

in this audience, out of different na-

tions, to whom I have administered this

Gospel that can witness to its virtue

and efficacy. Thirty-five years I have

been employed in forwarding the inter-

ests of this order of things, and you are

the proper judges whether it be of God

or of man. We have the same Gospel

the primitive churches had, and the


