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show them things to come," and it should

be their guide and monitor, a princi-

ple of revelation, remaining with them

through life, provided they preserved

their honesty and integrity, and were

faithful in keeping the commandments

of God, devoting their time, their means,

their talents, their all, to the building

up of the Kingdom of God. These duties

were required, these blessings promised

in the preaching of the Gospel by our

missionaries and the prominent Elders

of this Church. To obtain light, a knowl-

edge of the will of God, to get the true

religion as now revealed through the

Gospel, divine manifestations regarding

the truth of the doctrine, as taught by

Joseph Smith, was the first and all-

absorbing proposition presented to the

people.

Now, whether these Elders and mis-

sionaries were miserable impostors, pro-

mulgating base falsehoods or not, is, of

course, a question of grave considera-

tion; and it is a matter of far greater

importance, and of more curious in-

quiry, whether this people, as a com-

munity, having failed to receive those

divine manifestations, kept silent as

to that important and vital fact, and

came here to practice hypocrisy in re-

ligion, and thus fasten, irresistibly, on

our children and future generations, a

system of falsehoods for a divine reli-

gion. Joseph Smith affirmed that Pe-

ter, James and John visited him and

gave him authority to administer the

holy ordinances of the Gospel, through

which every honest-hearted man was

promised the Holy Ghost, and a per-

fect knowledge of the doctrine. Our

Elders simply affirm having received a

divine knowledge of the fact that this

Gospel was a heaven-born institution,

and through its virtue and divine force

every honest-hearted man might obtain

this same knowledge. I had been a

member of this Church but a few days

when I obtained, through a divine man-

ifestation, a clear, explicit, and tangi-

ble knowledge of the truth of this work.

Thousands and tens of thousands of

Latter-day Saints, men and women, in

private life, could testify to the same ex-

perience, and though I may know many

things in regard to this doctrine which

in their limited experience, they may

not understand, yet in this one fact they

are equal with me in knowledge, equal

with the messengers who administered

to them this Gospel.

I wish now to examine another promi-

nent feature connected with this Gospel

religion. An important item which was

put forward prominently wherever this

Gospel was announced, was that its fol-

lowers should have abundance of per-

secutions, and would probably, in the

progress of their new life, be compelled

to make the most serious sacrifices of

wife, children, houses and lands, spoil-

ing of goods, and even life itself, per-

haps. No persons are properly prepared

to enter upon this new life until they

have formed within themselves this res-

olution. The Savior, the Apostles, Joseph

Smith and our Elders, when offering

the people this great system of salva-

tion, told them clearly and distinctly it

required sacrifices of the most serious

and trying nature—that it would bring

persecutions, change our best friends

into bitter and relentless enemies, and

that instances would arise when people,

in their confused notions of right and

wrong, would even conceive they were

doing God service in taking our lives.

These were dull and forbidding prospects

to a rational person, in being prosely-

tized to a system whose truths he could

not know, but only guess at, by what

he was told, or read somewhere. Ev-

ery man and every woman, before re-

ceiving a system of such sacrifices, would

require a positive assurance, that a


