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persecute the Latter-day Saints. It is be-

cause of the priesthood and power which

exist among them: Satan stirs up the

hearts of the children of men to wicked-

ness, and to hate and persecute the

Saints, to drive them and murder their

leaders. This is the only cause; for the

Latter-day Saints, from the time of their

organization to the present time, have

been the most orderly, law-abiding, in-

dustrious, temperate, and moral people

that have lived on the face of the earth;

and they are the same in this Territory

as they have been elsewhere. For in-

stance, let a man pass through this coun-

try, as Major Powell did last year, and he

comes back and published a statement

that he has visited five hundred miles of

Mormon villages, and has seen a people

happy and contented, and has not seen

a grog shop, a loafer, drunkard or idler;

but everybody enjoying himself, and that

peace and good order prevail throughout,

such a man will have the same greeting

as Major Powell. "Why, Major, you are

interested some way or the other; the

'Mormons' have got you blinded." That,

is the spirit and feeling manifested if a

man tells the truth about the Latter-day

Saints; and it is one of the greatest evi-

dences of the truth of the work. The Lord

says, "Woe unto you when all men speak

well of you." Sometimes I have known

the papers say this and that good thing

about the "Mormons," and I have said,

"What's up? Are we getting wicked, that

the world loves us?" And I almost won-

dered at it. The fact is we should live

our religion, keep the commandments

of God and observe all things required

of us, and care nothing whatever what

the world either says or does about us.

"Well, but suppose they should get up

armies and kill you?" If they do they will

send us right straight to heaven; and

our duty is to labor in this life as long as

we can and do all the good in our power,

and never flinch from the truth or the

principles of eternity. If our enemies are

permitted to kill us they ensure to us a

martyr's crown, and we go to glory ce-

lestial. I have heard of men so foolish

as to jump overboard from Zion's ship

because they thought she was going to

sink. Why, if she does we shall only sink

with her, and the man who jumps over-

board is sure to sink anyhow.

I know men who apostatized in Mis-

souri just to save their property. We

were told there, "If you 'Mormons' will

renounce your religion, you can stay here

on your farms." I remember one man

who stayed there just for that reason.

I got a letter from him a short time

ago. He professes to be a friend to

the "Mormons;" but he apostatized from

them for the sake of keeping his prop-

erty. I could have stayed in Missouri,

and President Young could have stayed

there, if we would have renounced our

"Mormonism," and our faith in Joseph

Smith as a prophet, in the ordinances

of anointing the sick with oil and bap-

tism for the remission of sins and the

laying on of hands for the gift of the

Holy Ghost; but we knew these things

were true, and we would not renounce

them, and we had to leave what we had.

Some called it a sacrifice. To be sure

it was a pretty country and rich soil,

and we had made handsome improve-

ments, and were having many beautiful

farms opened around us; and we were

building towns and villages. But what

were they when compared with our re-

ligion? We built them, and we knew

how to build more; we had tried it twice

in Missouri and in Illinois; and when

they drove us again we thought that

we would go into a country so wretched

and miserable that no man on earth


