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While I attempt to speak to the people
I would like their attention, and for them
to keep quiet. I do not particularly object
to the crying of children, but I do to the
whispering of the people. I suppose that,
if we were in the congregations of some
of our Christian fellow countrymen, we
would not hear any children crying. I be-
lieve they have none in some societies. I
am very happy to hear the children crying
when it is really necessary and they cannot
be kept from it. One thing is certain, wher-
ever we go there is a proof that the people
are keeping the commandments of the
Lord, especially the first one—to multiply
and replenish the earth.

The first of my remarks this afternoon
will consist of a petition. We are told to
pray, and this is one of the practices that
we consider absolutely necessary. We fre-
quently offer prayers to kings, legislators,
presidents, governors, etc.; but I am going
to offer up a prayer to the Latter-day Saints
and my prayer is simply—I beseech you,
my brethren and sisters, in the name of the
Lord, in the name of humanity, in the name
of honor and for the sake of honor, justice,
and mercy, that you do listen and pay at-
tention to the exhortation of my brother
Joseph, delivered this morning, in behalf
of our poor brethren in foreign lands.
I might ask the Lord a thousand times
over to deliver them from the oppression

JOD Vol 13-LIVE.indd 300

and poverty with which they are now sur-
rounded, and He would not do it unless
the means were provided; He will not do
it without agents and agencies. He will
not build balloons or come down with his
chariots and pick up the poor in Scotland,
England, Wales, Ireland, Scandinavia, the
islands of the sea, or any other parts of the
globe where they dwell, and load up with
them and their baggage and bring them to
this land while He has given us the ability to
gather ourselves and the poor. If the Latter-
day Saints do not understand this, it is time
they did. And when we pray the Lord to
open the way for the gathering of the poor,
we merely mean that He will operate upon
the hearts of those who have the means, that
they will be reasonable with themselves,
their faith and covenants and the require-
ments of God and toward those who are
members of the same family with us.

You heard the statement of Brother
Joseph this morning, and there are a great
many witnesses here, to the truth of what
he said. When people are in poverty and in
their low estate, when they are pinched with
hunger and destitute of the clothing neces-
sary to make them comfortable, how deeply
they can feel for their friends! But place
those very ones where they can have all they
need to eat, of food that relishes and suits
their appetite, and clothing enough to keep
them warm and comfortable, and many of
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