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them will sit down and fold their hands,

and if you speak to them about the wants

of their poor brethren in foreign lands,

and mention their own situation in for-

mer days, their reply will be: "Oh, I had

forgotten all about that! Yes, I believe,

now you mention it, that I have seen

the time when I had not sufficient food

to satisfy the demands of hunger, nor

clothing to make me comfortable and re-

spectable. But, dear me, I had forgot-

ten all that, that was in the past, and

I have plenty now, and, what is that

you are saying?" "'Why, your brethren

and sisters in foreign lands are suffer-

ing." "What! Did you say that some of

our brethren and sisters are suffering?

I have enough to eat, and all the cloth-

ing I need to make me comfortable, and a

pretty good cabin that I built myself, and

I am in debt to no one and quite happy

and comfortable; and I wish you would

not trouble me about other people."

This is the story and these are the

feelings of some of the Latter-day Saints

that have been gathered from the depths

of poverty. I do not wish to chide them

for their well doing, and neither do I

nor my brethren require of them things

that are unreasonable; but we are un-

der obligations to our families, connec-

tions and friends, and then to the whole

human family. We are not independent

of them; we are not here isolated and

alone, differently formed and composed

of different material from the rest of the

human race. We belong to and are part

of this family, consequently we are un-

der obligations one to another, and the

Latter-day Saints in these mountains

are under obligations to their brethren

and sisters scattered in the nations who,

through indigent circumstances, are un-

able to gather to themselves the comforts

of life. No matter what may be the cause

of their poverty, they are helpless and

destitute. Could I pick out any in this

congregation who have been in these cir-

cumstances? I presume I could, a few

score.

Sometimes I am inclined to be silent

rather than speak of facts that have

come under my own observation. I have

seen people in districts of country, where

they were so destitute of the comforts of

life that if they gave a meal to a friend

they had to pinch themselves, perhaps,

for a week, having barely sufficient to

keep body and spirit together; and yet

when these very individuals get into cir-

cumstances in which they are well fed

and well clothed they forget their former

lives.

There are certain things connected

with what we see and know to be facts,

that actually form principles, and re-

solve themselves into eternal principles;

and if people could see and understand

them they would be a benefit to them.

But we are on the surface, or outlines

of the facts concerning the Latter-day

Saints. There are many of our brethren

who have been born and brought up in

America, who have never been called

to pass through the ordeals of poverty

that some of our people have in the

old countries. A few of these Ameri-

can Elders, wanting in faith, honesty

and integrity, while on foreign missions,

have borrowed money from these impov-

erished people, with a promise to pay

when they returned home; but these

promises have not been observed. I

do not know whether there are any

such Elders here this afternoon; but,

whether there is or not, I want to say

to them, wherever they may be, that I

have no fellowship for a man that will

make a promise and not fulfil it, and

especially under such circumstances as

I am talking about now; and if there

is such an Elder in this congregation


